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Remote sensing symposium ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — A three-day Franco-Jordanian symposium 
ended meetings in A mman Wednesday and issued rec- 
ortunendatuns calling for coordination among Arab countries in 
the exchange of information and cooperation in remote sensing 
technology. The symposium, organised by the Jordan National 
Geographic Centre (JNGC) in cooperation with the French emb- 
assy in Amman, urged all concerned institutions in Jordan to 
benefit from the remote sensing technology and methods, it also 
called on Jordan and France to open further channels of coo- 
peration in the field of exchanging expertise and data, and called 
for oonvening a conference on the application of the remote 
sensing technology in Jordan. The symposium also recommended 
holding an jpdwbiiion of various equipment used in remote sen- 
sing anq Qtgxd&hig training courses for technicians. 
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wishes ;^o Bangladesh, Gorbachev proposes superpower 

VnkUrapin nanfn rthlanf muu! withdrawal from Mediterranean 


A MMAN fPetra) — His Majesty 
Km&Hiizsscia seat a cable of good 
wishe$_on Wednesday to Ban- 
gtadesIT president Mohammad 
Ffossem ■•Ershad congratulating 
him op ifee occasion of has cou- 
ntry's National - Day. The King 
wi&ed"IYeSkiem Ershad con- 
tinuHjg g.'od health and happiness 
and the people of Bangladesh fur- 
ther progress and prosperity. The 
King also sent a cable of con- 
gratulations hi Malaysia's AJ 
Mutawakel Ala Allah Sultan Esk- 
ander Joharcn the occasion of the 
anniversary of the sultan's as&- 
unmtion of constitutional powers. 


In his cable the Kmg wished the 
Malaysian leader conthraisc esood 


health and happiness and the peo- 
ple of Malaysia further progress 
and prosperity. 


Palestinian student 
wounded is 
• Israeli fire 

JERUSALEM (R) — A Pal- 
estinian student was hit when Isr- 
aeiLLroops Jired shots during an 
anti-Isiaeh demonstration at Bet- 
hldhem. University oh the occ- 
upied West Bank -on Wednesday, 
a university: spokesman said. The 
Israeli sources said troops int- 
ervened when students hurled 
stones-at passmg Israeli cars on a 
nearby rpad. The demonstration, 
during which banned Palestinian 
flags were wayed, was by about 
300 students protesting against 
„ the 197? peace treaty between 
Egypt aid Israel. 

Chadp^cesunuiiit 
set for tMs ^weekend - 

BRAZZAVILLE (R) - Chadian 
President Hissene Habre and 
rebel leader Goukouni Oueddet 
will discuss how to end 20 years of 
civil war in Chad in a secluded 
Congolese town this weekend, 
informed Congolese sources said 
Wednesday,. The meeting of 
Chad's qpnent l eader and the man 
he ousted In Jude 1982 in one of 
the many Woody episodes of the 
country's unending strife w3l be 
attended by .Organisation of Afr- 
ican Unity (OAU) Chairman 
Abdou jpiouf, the sources added. 
Congolese government officials 
have declined comment on the 
folks,- the first meeting between 
the two' men in six years. 

TASS denounces 
Pentagon report 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
news agency TASS said on Wed- 
nesday the Pentagon used dis- 
information, doctored facts and 
falsehoods in its latest report on 
Soviet military strength. In a rep- 
ort from Washmgtoa, TASS said 
the 1986 -edition of the U.S. Def- 
ence Department's annual review 
“Soviet Military Ptrwer" was part 
ofa smear caiqpajgn to divert att- 
ention, from US. mflitaiy pre- 
parations.' The 1 56-page pap- 
erback book,- issued da Tuesday^ 
said. Moscow had made major 
improvements in its strategic mis- 
sile forces and m a broad range of 
«raventicinal weapons over die 
past year: 
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U.S. keeps world guessing over its plans in Sirte; 
Libya calls for suicide attacks on American interests 


Combined agency despatches 

SOVIET LEADER Mikhail Gorbachev on 
Wednesday offered to withdraw the Soviet 
fleet from the Mediterranean if the United 
States pulled out its own warships. 

In a speech reported by the off- A commentary broadcast by 
icial news agency TASS, be said l ibyun radio said the Arab nation 
Moscow was prepared to start should be transformed "in its ent- 
talks on the issue at once. irery into suicide squads and into 

A US. navy task force was still human bombs, missiles and air- 
on manoeuvres in and near the craft to deter and resist terrorism' 
Gulf of Sirte but the Reagan adm- and destroy it for good." 
inistratbn said no new clashes At the l/nited Nations, the Scc- 
wiih Libyan forces had been rep- urity Council was to meet late 
oned. Wednesday to consider the U.S.- 

White House spokesman Larry Libyan clash. 

Speakes kept die world guessing The meeting was requested by 
on how long the American ships Malta and the Soviet Union, 
and aircraft would remain in the Council members consulted on 
southern Mediterranean fol- the matter privately for about an 
lowing their attacks against Lib- hour before reaching their dcc- 
yan naval vessels and a missile site iskm and were to hold further con- 
Monday and Tuesday. sulia tons before opening the dch- 

Libya called for Arab suicide ate. officials said, 
squads to strike American emb- In Moscow. Mr. Gorbachev 
assies and other interests "whe- proposed that a regional Med- 
rever they may be," after the lierranean conference should be 
US.-Libyan dashes. hekJ. similar to the 1975 Eur- 


opean security and cooperation 
conference in Helsinki. 

This could include interested 
countries horn outside the region 
such as the United States, he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who was spe- 
aking at a Kremlin dinner for vis- 
iting Algerian President Chadli 
Benjedid. fiercely attacked Was- 
hington over the U.S.-Libyan cla- 
shes. 

He accused the United States of 
aggression and said its actions 
constituted a challenge to the 
world public and an encroachment 
on commonly recognised civilised 
relations. 

Mr. Gorbachev said Moscow 
only had warships permanently in 
the Meditcmmean because of the 
presence there of the U.S. Sixth 
Fleet, which was a threat to the 
Soviet Union and its allies. 

“If the United States, which is 
thousands upon thousands of 
miles from the Mediterranean, 
pulled its fleet out of there, the 
Soviet Union would sim- 
ultaneously do the same," he said. 
“We arc prepared without delay 
to enter talks on the issue." 

In Washington, administratnn 


Libya says most Arab 
states support Qadhafi 


E. Beirut 
blasts 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — At least 
eight people were killed and doz- 
ens wounded on Wednesday when 
a car rijged with dynamite exp- 
loded in a street crowded with 
mid -morning shopper? in east 
Beirut, according to dispatches by 
various news agencies. 

In hills above the Lebanese cap- 
ital, 10 people were killed and 45 
injured when artillery duels eru- 
pted between rival militiamen and 
sent shells slamming across the 
dry's green line battlefiont Tue- 
sday night and Wednesday mor- 
ning, radio stations reported. 

the car bomb set ablaze two 
apartment blocks and dozens of 
can, hampering r es c ue workers 
who tattled for two hours through 
dumps of shattered masonry to 
free trapped survivors. 

The bomb, estimated by police 
at some 100-150 kilogrammes of 
dynamite, sliced the booby- 
trapped white Renault 5. in two, 
dog a crater one metre deep and 
Mew out windows within a one 
kilometre radios, Reuter rep- 
orted. 

The. blast set a five-storey bui- 
lding housing President Amir. 
Geruayer s rightist Falangc Party’s 
Ashrafiyeb office on fire, AP said. 

Civil defence chief Elk Hnein 
told AP ‘‘dozens" of people were 
trapped in the upper floors by the 
flames. . 

Firefighters took over building 
opposite tire burning apartment 
mock to spray it with bores as res- 
cue teams brought survivors down 
on fire ladders into die narrow, 
smoke-filled street A score of 
cars were destroyed in the blast 

One witness said be tried to 
raise the alarm when he saw 
smoke curling from the Renault 
parked outside the Ealange Party 
office. 

“I ran to knock on a neighbour's 

door, but the car exploded just 
then,” said the man, who asked 
not to be identified. 

Civil defence officials said at 
least eight charred bodies have 
been dragged from the nibble so 
far, but more casualties were bel- 
ieved to be still buried, they told 
AP, 

The biastcaxne two hours after a 
smaller explosion outside another, 
office of the Falange Party in ano- 
ther suburb of east Beirut injured 
a mother and her child and four 
other people. The explosion was 
4n die Run A1 Shabbak area. 

Wednesday’s blasts broughi the 
number of people kSkd since 
January in attacks on Falange off- 
ices to 53. 


Combined agency despatches 

LIBYA, RAVING secured an 
Arab League condemnation of 
“U.S. aggression" and expression 
of Arab solidarity with Libya, 
reported on Wednesday that a 
number of Arab leaders have ple- 
dged support for Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi in bis con- 
frontation with the American 
Sixth Fleet in the Gulf of Sirte in 
the Mediterranean. 

Arab diplomatic sources said in 
Tunison Tuesday that a resolution 
condemning the U.S. and pledging 
support for Libya was passed una- 
nimously on the second day of an 
Arab League foreign ministers’ 
meeting. 

Lfcyan delegation chief Omran 
Hamouda told reporters the res- 
olution also called on the United 
States to withdraw its fleet from 
the area. 

Arab League states called on 
the United Nations Security Cou- 
ncil to discuss the “dangerous sit- 
uation " Mr.Hamoudaquoted the 
resolution as saying. 

The condemnation by the 
21 -member Arab League came 
after the United States said its 
navy on Tuesday attacked Libyan 
patrol boats for the second day 
running and hit a missile site, but 
this time without Libya firing a 
shot. 


Mr. Hamouda said- the res- 
olution demanded that the United 
States stop its military operations 
immediately and said Washington 
should be held responsible for the 
results of its aggression. 

The resolution was passed after 
the Arab League six-monthly ses- 
sion, attended by 15 foreign min- 
isters, voted to add the Libya-U.S. 
dispute to its agenda. 

A half-dozen other Arab lea- 
ders were quoted by JANA as 
vowing moral or material support 
for Libya. 

Syrian President Hafez Ai 
Assad was reported to have told 
Col. Qadhafi in two telephone 
conversations that all Syria's cap- 
abilities were at the disposal of 
Libya. 

The Syrian cabinet on Wed- 
nesday issued a statement des- 
cribing the US, military action as 
“an act of provocation" and added 
that it “constitutes a dangerous 
aspect of political and military ter- 
rorism being practised by the Uni- 
ted States against the entire Arab 
Nation." 

The cabinet pledged Syria's 
“firm and full support" for Libya 
and called for “Arab solidarity 
against American threats.” 

(Continued on page 5) 

Gulf media deplore American act- 
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U.S. attacks continue to 
draw world criticism 


Combined agency despatches 

THE VS. attacks on Libyan tar- 
gets on Monday and Tuesday 
drew continued a tticism from 
work! nations on Wednesday with 
the Soviet Union describing the 
American action as a “direct thr- 
eat to world peace" and China' 
accusing Washington of thr- 
eatening Libya. 

Eastern European states acc- 
used fite United States of del- 
iberate armed provocation against 
Libya and expressed fears the con- 
flict could spread to the whole of 
the Mediterranean. 

The pressof Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Romania and Czechoslovakia 
unanimously condemned the fir- 
ing of American missiles on Lib- 
yan patrol boats. 

About 75 Arab students staged 
a noisy but peaceful dem- 
onstration outside the U.S. emb- 
assy in Prague. 

The students were waving green 
flags and carrying banners in Eng- 
lish and Czech proclaiming "Rea- 
gan is the greatest mternational 
terrorist*’ and other anti- 
-American slogans. Some waved 
pictures of die Libyan leader, 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

Vietnam also criticised the U.S. 
action, accusing Washington of 
carrying cut a “deliberate act of 
armed provocation aimed at cre- 


ating an excuse to commit military 
aggression against Libya 

The Vietnam News Agency 
(VNA)said Washmgton was “bli- 
ndly pursuing a new militaiy adv- 
enture against Libya, making foe 
situation in the region extremely 
tense and explosive." 

Lidia denounced the U.S. mil- 
itary action against Libya as a ser- 
ious threat to world peace and 
security in the region. 

“Recent US. manoeuvres in 
the Gulf of Sirte and attacks on 
Ubyan missile patrol boats as well 
as the miss ile battery m Libyan 
territory acre a matter of grave 
concern" a Foreign Ministry sta- 
tement said. 

Lidia is enrrent chairman of the 
101-nation Non-Aligned Mov- 
ement. 

It said the American attacks 
“pOse a serious threat not only to 
the regional security but also to 
international peace and sta- 
bifity...'’ 

Pakistan called for restraint in 
the US. -Libyan dispute. 

The official APP news agency 
quoted a Foreign Ministry spo- 
kesman as appealing to “all con- 
cerned” to exercise restraint and 

(Ceatfcoed on page 5) 

Shultz starts taBcsas Greece assails 
UA, page 8 


officials have been saying the 
three US. aircraft carrier battle 
groups could steam away from the 
Lfcy an coast as early as Thursday 
providing there were no more hos- 
tilities. 

Spokesman Speakes said only 
that no decision had been made on 
whether to cut short the exercises, 
orientally planned to end at mid- 
night Mediterranean time April 1 . 

Libyan leader Muammar Qad- 
hafi declared Tuesday night that 
Libya was at war with the United 
States. 

“We are at war. We are pre-' 
pared to fight against the arrogant 
US. government around the 
world," he told reporters. 

Speakes said the White House 
had not decided whether Pre- 
sident Reagan should notify die 
US. Congress under the War 
Powers Act of the clashes that 
have occurred so far. 

• In the past two days the U.S. 
forces that crossed Col. Qadhafi’ s 
“line of death" across the mouth 
of the Gulf of Sirte have sunk 
three Libyan patrol boats and 

(Continued on page 3) 







CROWN PRINCE VISITS BASE. His 

Royal Highness Crown Prmce Hassan on Wed- 
nesday attends a celebration held at the Prince Has- 
san Air Base to mark the Crown Prmce ‘s 39th bir- 
thday which coincides with the base's anniversary. 
The base commander and senior officers met with 
Prince Hassan upon his arrival at the base for the 


celebration. Prince Hassan toured several sections 
of the base and inspected a display of various equ- 
ipments used in the base. He also watched air exe- 
rcises with live ammunition. Later he inaugurated a 
mosque at the base and watched sport exercises and 
he presented awards to the w inning units. 


Symposium reviews social aiad 
economic impacts of Gulf war 


report 

bombings 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
and Iran claimed on Wednesday 
to have carried out bombing runs 
on each other's militaiy camps, 
with both sides saying they inf- 
licted heavy casualties. 

In military communiques bro- 
adcast cm Baghdad Radio, Iraq 
said its warplanes struck at the 
Iranians Mosk camp and at a camp 
near Penjwin, which is just inside 
the Iraqi border in Suleymanyeh 
piovmce in the nonhem warfront. 

The communiques did not fur- 
ther identify the Mosk camp, but it 
is believed to be near Mohammara 
(Khoiramshahr) on the southern 
front. They said 30 military veh- 
icles and II ammunition depots 
were destroyed in that raid and 
that heavy losses of life resulted 
from the Penjwin raid. 

Iran, in a military statement car-' 
ried by the official Islamic Rep- 
ublic News Agency (IRNA), said 
the Iranian air force pounded sev- 
eral Iraqi command headquarters- 
in the Fao area of Iraq, causing 
heavy casualties and damages.' 
Fao is the southernmost Iraqi Pen- 
insula. 

In Tunis the Arab League has 
invoked a defence pact pledging 
support for Iraq In its war with 
Iran and condemned Iranian thr- 
eats against neighbouring Gulf sta- 
tes , Arab diplomatic sources told 
Reuter. 

A resolution passed by league 
foreign mhiisters expressed con- 
cern about an Iranian offensive 
last month and invoked the pact, 
which says that any attack on a 
member state sboald be seen as 
aggression against the Arab Nation 
as a whole. 

Libya and Syria expressed res- 
ervations on the resolution, passed 
on the second day of an ordinary 
council session. 

Last month's attack brought 
Iranian troops withhi sight of 
Kuwaiti territory. Kuwait, which 
has expressed concern the Agfa teg 
might spill over its border, was 
reported to have requested the 
meeibig to Invoke the defence pact. 

Bahrain's emir , Sheikh Isa Ibn 
Salman Al Khalifa, has called in 
an interview for intensified efforts 
to end the Lran-Iraq war and said 
his country would support any ini- 
tiative to end the 5 Vi -year-old 
conffict. 

Lt the interview published in the 
Saudi Arabian weekly Al Maj- 
allah, Sheikh Isa said: "B ahrain 
has called and is still calling for an 
end to this destructive war bet- 
ween two Muslim neighbours... 
Bahram, with hs sister countries of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
suppartsal! efforts to end this war 
and any mitiative to attain-goal." 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — An international 
symposium on the 66-month -old 
Iran-traq war continued its del- 
iberations on Wednesday with 
more than 20 speeches calling for 
world attention towards "the 
socio-economic impacts of the 
dispute on both countries' dev- 
elopment and population and urg- 
ing regional and international 
peace initiatives to settle the con- 
tinuing conflict. 

The speakers, who represent 
various pan-Arab and global org- 
anisations and institutions ass- 
ociated with labour, education, 
law, economy and humanitarian 
issues, emphasised the importance 
of raliymg world support for eff- 


orts towards a peaceful solution 
to halt the war as soon as possible, 
especially that 1986 is the U.N.- 
designated International Year of 
Peace. 

The three-day conference, ent- 
itled '*No-to-War, Yes- 
to-Peace was inaugurated by 
His Royal Hi ghn ess Crown Prince 
Hassan on Tuesday. It is organised 
by the .Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Social Development. 
It is attended by more than 150 
delegates representing sovereign 
slates and institutions as well as 
two parties from the Iranian opp- 
osition — the Paris-based Nat- 
ional Council of Resistance 
(NCR) and the Democratic Party 
of Kurdistan ( DPK). The two Ira- 
nian delegations submitted two 


working papers on Tuesday out- 
lining the ir view on wha t should be 
the basis for a negotiated set- 
tlement between Iran and Iraq. 
Iraq is also attending the meeting. 

Wednesday's discussions were 
based on a working paper pre- 
sented by the ALO on Tuesday 
regarding the legal, political and 
socio-economic dimensions of the 
war. According to the paper, the 
war has damaged the economic 
infrastructure of both countries 
and has weakened regional coo- 
peration. The utilisation of a 
major pan of the resources of both 
countries for war purposes 
also disrupted the development 
process in both states, the* A LG 
paper said. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Palestinians c on! towards 
new Israeli withdrawal proposal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian leaders 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip on Wednesday gave a 
cool welcome to draft proposals 
by the Israeli Labour Party to eva- 
cuate most of the Israeli-occupied 
territories in return foT peace. 

The proposals include complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and evacuation of most of 
the West Bank. They will be voted 
on by a party convention next 
month. 

The least critical Arab reaction 
came from former Gaza Mayor 
Rashad Shaw a. He said the half 
mil Bon inhabitants of foe Gaza 
Strip would welcome Israeli wit- 
hdrawal if it was a first step to total 
evacuation of the West Bank as 
welL 

The proposals, if adopted as 
expected, wfil become Labour pol- 
icy in case of new Israeli elections. 
The party today governs with the 
right-wing Likud bloc, which str- 
ongly opposes relinquishing the 
territories. 

West Bank leaders expressed 
suspicion of the proposals, saying 

(Continued on page 3) ? 


Derwinski’s remarks do mot imply 
change In policy — U.S. 

WASHINGTON (.Agencies) — A statement by a senior State 
Department official calling on Arab states to absorb the Pal- 
estinian refugees did not reflect any change in U.S. policy, foe 
department said Tuesday. 

The department’s clarification, which also reasserted the U.S. 
stand that the Palestinian question was more than a question of 
refugees, came in a written answer to' a question submitted by 
reporters. Following is the question and answer. 

Question: Last Friday, the J4th of this month, the counsellor of 
foe State Department. Mr. Edward Denvinski. speaking at the 
Foreign Press Centre about the refugees in foe world, uttered 
some statement which stirred a lot of concern in the Arab World 
that foe Palestinian refugees would be better served if they were 
absorbed in many of the countries in which they reside. Was Mr. 
Denvinski speaking on his own. on behalf of the United States 
government, on behalf of Mr. Shultz, or what is the position about 
such statement? 

Answer: The counsellor made clear that his remarks did cot 
constitute a new American policy. Having recently toured the 
refugee camps. Counsellor Derwinski spoke personally of the 
tragedy for those who have been refugees for a lifetime. He made 
clear that he was not addressing “the political side" of their 
situation in the UNRWA refugee camps, but said he found the 
lack of alternative to their Jiving indefinitely in the camps "very 
personally upsetting." 

As President Reagan and others have noted, the Palestinian 
problem is more than a question of refugees. 


Parliament challenges 
its abolition by Aquino 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
members of parliament, both fri- 
ends and foes of President Cor- 
azon Aquino, closed ranks on 
Wednesday to denounce her abo-‘ 
litlon of foe National Assembly as 
a step towards dictato rship 

The pro-Marcos New Society 
Movement (KBL) and Mrs. Aqu- 
ino's parliamentary supporters 
met in an effort to shape a imitarf 
front. 

_ Neither the KBL — fragmented 
since the flight into exile of dep- 
osed President Ferdinand Marcos 
— nor her allies seemed clear how 
to challenge Tuesday’s pro- 
clamation or whe foe r they could 
do anything jointly. 

But analysts said their protest 
could lead to a serious political 
and constitutional crisis for Mrs. 
Aquino’s month-old government, 
which is still ridmg on a crest of her 
personal popularity . 

With her proclamation, Mrs. 
Aqumo announced that a special 
commission would draft a new 
constitution for approval in aref- 
. erendum and said she hoped ele- 


ctions under the new chartercould 
be held within a year. 

At separate press conferences, 
leaders of the KBL and foe pro- 
Aquino UNIDO coalition said 
they might defy her and. meet next 
month as scheduled last Dec- 
ember when the National Ass- 
embly adjourned for the February 
presidential election. 

Marcos fled on Feb. 25 after a 
civilian-backed militaiy rebellion 
sided with Mrs. Aqumo in dec- 
laring his election victory a fraud. 

The KBL said her proclamation 
was a "magna cam of ens- 
lavement... an act of irr- 
esponsibility which constitutes a 
hypocritical masquerade patently 
intended to sugar-coat foe ulterior 
motive to establish a dic- 
tatorship." 

KBL spokesman Fernando 
Veloso said they did not challenge 
Mrs. Aquino's right to foe pre-. 
sidency “by virtue of events and 
because Marcos has defaulted." 
Manila launches efforts to return 
Marcos mB&msfrotn Swfezeriacd, 
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curbs Chirac’s 
use of decrees 

PARIS (R) — President Francois 
Mitterrand on Wednesday forced 
foe government of Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac to modify its plans 
to push through economic mea- 
sures by decree, saying he would 
veto any major change in labour 
legislation unless it was properly 
approved by parliament. 

The first full meeting of Mr. 
Chirac’s cabinet, chaired under 
the constitution by foe head of 
state, ended with a surprise ‘ sta- 
tement from Mr. Mitterrand say- 
ing he would only agree to a lim- 
ited use of decrees by the new 
government. 

Mr. Chirac said when he was 
appointed last week that his gov- 
ernment intended using the dec- 
ree mechanism for two priority 
measures — an economic rec- 
overy package and aftetum to the 
majority voting system for Nat- 
ional Assembly electrons. 

To rule by decree ’the gov- 
ernment has to pass an enahKnp 
i bill through parliament outimhm 
tiro areas affected. 
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French hostages may be 
freed soon, mediator says 

RETOYirri m\ mm - - . .. 


BEIRUT (R) — French hostages held In Lebanon 
^^be relea sed w ithin the next few days, a Syrian 
businessman trying to secure their release was rep- 
orted Wednesday as saying. 


The release of the hostages is 
very soon. It migh t be 
wraun the next few days." Oraran 
Adham, who carried a message 
nom France on the hostages to 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
cariier this month, told Beimfs 
daily As Safir 

As Safir interviewed Mr. 
Adhamin the French capital after 
fe met President Francois Mit- 
terrand TUesday. 

France intensified its efforts to 
secure the release of French hos- 
tages after the Islamic Jihad (holy 
war) group said on March 5 it had 
trilled Arabist researcher Michel 
Seurat, one of four hostages it sei- 
zed last year. 

A four-man French television 


team was also kidnapped in Beirut 
earlier this month, and another 


group, the previously unknown 
“Revolutionary Justice Org- 
anisation," claimed responsibility 
saying it was a warning to France 
to end all involvement in Leb- 
anon. 

“Although current negotiations 
are taking place with different 
groups, they include all the French 
hostages, whether diplomats or 
journalists,” As -Safir quoted Mr. 
Ad ham as saying. 

Islamic Jihad has demanded an 
end to French backing for Bag- 


hdad in Iraq's war with Iran and 
Ae release of five Middle Eas- 
terners imprisoned in Paris for 
attempting to mi former Ir anian 
Prime Minister Shapour Bakhtiar 
in 1980. 

A Lebanese-born Fre- 
nchwoman, six Americans, an Ita- 
lian, a Briton and a South Korean 
are still missing and believed kid- 
napped in Lebanon. 

British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe Tuesday urged 
the release of British journalist 
Alec Gollett kidnapped in Beiruta 
year ago while on assignment for 
the U.N. Relief and Works Age- 
ncy (UNRWA) for Pales tinian 
refugees. 

Paris-based Adhara said the' 
director of political affairs at the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry. Moh- 
ammad Hussein Lawasani, had 
discussed the issue of the French 
hostages while in Lebanon. 

The Iranian embassy here said 
Tuesday Mr. Lawasani met off- 
icials from the Shfite Amal militia 
and the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God) before be left for 
Damascus. 

Mr. Adhara said Mr. Lawasani 
discussed the “possibility of acc- 
epting Syrian guarantees for the 
French promises." 

As Safir said he decl ined to spe- 


cify what the French promises 
were , but said they might include 
releasing the group which att- 
empted to kill Mr. Bakhtiar. 

A djiam asserted however that 
ail French promises would be car- 
ried out. As Safir added. 

4 "Syria has enough weight in the 
area and enough friendships to 
reach a solution satisfactory to 
everybody,” he said. 

Syria, with influence over some 
of Lebanon’s armed factions has 
in the past mediated in the French 
hostage crisis. 

Meanwhile the daughter of kid- 
napped British journalist Alec 
Collett appealed for his release 
Tuesday night after an anonymous 
caller apparently representing his 
captors said the 64-year-old dia- 
. be tic was dangerously ill. 

In a message videotaped in Bri- 
tain and broadcast on Lebanese 
television, Collett's daughter. 
Susan Grant, said Whoever sees 
this film . . . we wan t to know wha t it 
is you want. Is there anything we 
can do this end? 

“Please get in touch with (Bri- 
tish Ambassador to Lebanon) 
John Gray as soon as possible,” 
said Ms. Grant. “Dad... we look 
forward to having you back and 
I we all love you. Take care." 

The broadcast, on the first ann- 
iversary of Collett's kidnapping, 
appeared shortly after an ano- 
nymous telephone caller told an 
international news agency in Bei- 
rut that the journalist had an 
“acute kidney ailment and his life 


is in great danger.’ 

The caller, who said he spoke 
for the “Revolutionary Org- 
anisation of Socialist Muslims,” 
demanded that Britain send Leb- 
anon medical supplies to treat 
kidney disease. 

He said Collett would be tre- 
ated when equipment had been 
distributed to hospitals in South 
Lebanon. 


The Revolutionary Org- 
anisation of Socialist Muslims said 
it would exchange him for Arab 
prisoners in British jails. 

Tuesday ni gh t’s telephoned sta- 
tement, which said Britain bad 
been in contact with the group, 
blamed London for the failure of 
efforts to secure Collett’s release. 

“A direct contact was arr- 
anged... but the Foreign Office 
apologised at the last minute," it 
said, adding that Mustafa Saad, 
Sunni M uslim leader of the sou- 
thern city of Sfcfon, had passed the 
group's demands to Britain's 
ambassador In Beirut 
But Ambassador Gray said on 
Monday he had little idea of what 
the shadowy organisation wanted, 
and in London Tuesday the For- 
eign Office said Britain had not 
been contacted by Collett’s cap- 
tors about the demands. 

The group’s statement came 
after British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe appealed to Col- 
lett’s captors "to come forward 
now and allow this sad case to be 
brought to a conclusion.” 


GCC states consider 


buying A WA C S aircraft 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia's Gulf allies are con- 
sidering buying rapid-alert air- 
craft like the U-S--made Airborne 
Warning And Control System 
(AWACS) planes used by the 
desert kingdom, the Kuwait News 
Agency KUNA said Wednesday. 

Each country in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
would buy itsowo aircraft but coo- 
rdinate surveillance operations, it 
said, quoting ranking Gulf mil- 
itary sources. 

The GCC — grouping Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar. Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emirates 
( UAE) — set up a joint force last 
year to respond quickly to any 
outside attack. 

The force, named Peninsular 
Shield and based in the north east 


Saudi town of Hafr A1 Batn, was 
put on standby after Iran's off- 
ensive last month into southern 
Iraq took its troops to within sight 
of Kuwait’s borders. 

Washington leased a handful of 
American-crewed AWACS to the 
Saudis in the early stages of the 
Iran-Iraq war — now in its sixth 
year — pending deliveries of their 
own purchases, scheduled to start 
this summer. 

KUNA did not say whether off- 
ers being studied by the GCC sta- 
tes, which have become some of 
the world's largest buyers of arms. 

Meanwhile Saudi Arabian 
Deputy Defence Minister Prince 
Abdul Rahman Ibn Abdul Aziz 
was quoted Wednesday as saying 
that the kingdom was still studying 
the S354-milKon mis sile deal. 


Sudanese rebels may 


fight new government 


KHARTOUM (R) — Rebels in 
southern Sudan win fight any new 
Khartoum government elected 
next month unless it is willing to 
make radical changes, rebel leader 
CoL John Garang was quoted 
Wednesday as saying. 

“If it's an unjust government 
and is not committed to creating a 
new Sudan, then we will fight it." 
he told the state-owned new- 
spaper A1 Sahafa in an interview. 

In previous statements, Cbl. 
Garang has used the term "a new 
Sudan” to mean a _ system red- 
ressing tfie imbalance between the 
Arab and Islamic centre of the 
country and the remote non-Arab 
regions. 

The rebel leader gave the int- 
erview in Addis Ababa during 
peace talks in Ethiopia between 


his Sudan People's Liberation. 
‘Movement/ Army (SPLM/A) and 
a 26-man delegation of politicians 
from Khartoum. 


The Addis Ababa talks ended 
Tuesday with the politicians from 
the National Alliance for Sal- 
vation (NAS) accepting many of 
the SPLM’s peace conditions. 


They failed, however, to agree 
on arrangements for an early cea- 
sefire or on terms for rebel par- 
ticipation in a future government. 

Col. Garang. whose guerrilla 
force has been fighting gov- 
ernment troops in the south since 
May 1 983, said the ruling generals 
in Khartoum, who he accused of 
excluding the rebels from all dec-, 
ision making, were the obstacle to 
peace. 


Gulf media 

deplore 

American 


aggression 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) - 
Govern men t-guided Arab new- 
spapers along the Gulf on Wed- 
nesday denounced “U.S. pro- 
vocation” of Libya, but one Kuw- 
aiti paper castigated Libyan leader 
Col. Muammar Qadhafi for not 
heeding the Arab common def- 
ence charter. 

41 4 Despite our strong objection 
to the Libyan attitude toward 
Iraq, we stand firm on Libya’s side 
against these American pro- 
vocations,” Kuwait's A1 Rai AJ 
Aam said editorially. 44 We won't 
stop at denouncing the agg- 
ressions tty the American navy 
and warplanes. We urge the Arab 
World to live up to the historic 
responsibility... because the Lib- 
yan people are just as Arab as the 
peoples of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Palestine and the Gulf." 

It accused Col. Qadhafi of being 
the “first to deal the Arab com- 
mon defence charter a death blow 
by publicly siding with Iran against 
Iraq." 

Libya and Syria support Iran in 
its five-year-old war with Iraq. 

44 Qadhafi has placed a large part 
of Libya's potentials at the dis- 
posal of die Iranian war machine 
which has for many years been 
committing aggression on an Arab 
country (Iraq) " the paper said. 

All other Kuwaiti newspapers 
refrained from editorial comment 
on the Ubya-U-S-cooflict. 

In the United Arab Emirates, 
the papers were unanimous in cal- 
ling on the Arab powers to side 
with Libya against the United Sta- 
tes. They insisted that American 
support for the arch-enemy of the 
Arabs, Israel, should not be for- 
gotten. 

The government-owned new- 
spaper Al Ittihad expressed "sur- 
prise at this silence in the Arab 
capitals regarding die aggression 
on Libya.” 

“Have we forgotten die scars 
caused by American and Israeli 
stabs in the Arab body?" it asked, 
admonishing the Arabs to stand 
united on Libya's side. 

Other papers also urged a uni- 
ted Arab front against die United 
States. 

Most Arab governments along 
the oil-rich region meanwhile wit- 
hheld public comment, But North 
Yemen's Presidait Ali Abdullah 
Saleh telephoned Col. Qadhafi 
later Tuesday and affirmed his 
country's support for Libya aga- 
inst the "bestial aggressions that 
the American Sixth Fleet com- 
mitted on Libyan territory." 


AIPAC not to block Saudi arms deal 


By John Goshkn 


WASHINGTON - The Ame- 
rican Israel Public Affairs Com- 
mittee, the US. principal pro- 
Israel lobby, has told the adm- 
inistration that it will not actively 
oppose Presklent Reagan’s pro- 
posed S354 million sale of adv- 
anced missiles to Saudi Arabia, 
AIPAC sources and adm- 
inistration officials have said. 

AIPACs decision to take a 
“hands-off’ position is expected 
to boost considerably the adm- 
inistration’s campaign to counter 
efforts in Congress to block the 


sale. The AIPAC stance follows 
the lead of the Israeli^ovemment, 
which had indicated it would not 
mount a major campaign against 
the sale because it wants to avoid 
friction with the administration 
over an arms package that Israel 
does not consider a threat to its 
security. 

In explaining the decision, 
AIPAC sources said they were 
motivated by a desire not to dis- 
turb good relations between Israel 
and foe administration and by the 
fact that the arms package — con- 
sisring of Sidewinder air-to-air. 
Harpoon air-to-sea and Stinger 


ground-to-air missiles — contains * r 
no weapons that the Saudis do not 
have. ■ 


Hie sources noted foe adm- 1 
inistratm has promised not to .* 
attempt other arms sales — con- s 
taming such items as F-I5 jet fig- n -. ? 
liters, M-l tanks and helicopter 7 \ 
g un ship s — to Saudi. Arabia for at 7, s 
feast a year. These arms are seen 1! 
as a potentially greater threat by :: ■ 
Israel, and sources said AIPAC ,, ; 

decided to conserve political cap- * ; 

ital for a possible fight over a more \ 

comprehensive Saudi arras pac- . \ 

kage — Washington Post. . j ! 


NATO urges caution over U.S.-Iibyan clashes 




BRUSSELS (Agencies) — The 
United States' NATO allies cou- 
nselled caution Wednesday after 
hearing a report on US . -Libyan 
clahses in the Mediterranean and 
did not issue any statement sup- 
porting Washington. 

At a regular meeting of the 
NATO Council of Ambassadors, 
several allies, most vociferously 
Italy, expressed concern at foe 
heightened tension in foe Med- 
iterranean and urged that further 
incidents be avoided, diplomats 
quoted by Reuter said. 

The US. Sixth Fleet cruising 
around the mouth of the Gulf of 
Sine , sank four Libyan patrol craft 
and bombed a missile site on foe 
Libyan mainland after its war- 
planes came under fire from Lib- 
yan missiles on Monday. 

A NATO spokesman said the 
UJS. was keeping foe alliance inf- 
ormed of developments and the 
allies were following the situation 
very closely. 

Wednesday's meeting issued no 
declaration of support for the 
American action. 

The diplomats said that while all 
foe allies supported the U 5. leg^l 
position that Libya bad no right to 
claim the Gulf of Sirte as its ter- 
ritorial waters, opinions differed 
on foe appropriateness of the 
American show of force in the 


area. 


Italian sources said Amb- 
assador Francesco Paolo Fuld had 
repeated a declaration of concern 
made by Prime Minister Bettino 
Craxi in Rome Tuesday. 

Diplomats said concern was str- 
ongest among foe Mediterranean 
allies, who could face possible ret- 
aliation tty way of Libyan- 
sponsored attacks. 

Greece has said it regards Libya 
as a friend and will mot allow US. 
bases there to be used for action 
against Tripoli. 

Diplomats said Britain and 
West Germany affirmed their 
governments’ publicly-declared 
support for the UJS- action in foe 
Gulf of Sirte at Wednesday’s mee- 
ting. 


Belgium, which has represented 
US. interests in Libya since Was- 
hington severed ties in 198 1 , app- 
eared to distance itself from foe 
American show of force by dec- 
laring in a statement Wednesday 
that such disputes "should imp- 
eratively be dealt with by peaceful 
means." 

There was considerable con- 
fusion over whether foe Libya 
missile firing constituted an attack 
within foe North Atlatic Treaty 
zone, which includes the Med- 
iterranean Sea. 

U.S. officials said they were not 
sure whether foe incident took 
place within foe NATO area but 
there was no plan to invoke foe 
treaty to seek allied support. 

In Washington foe war powers 
act, designed to curb the authority 
of presidents to commit troops 
abroad, does not stop President 
Ronald Reagan from ordering 
bombardment of Libyan boats 
and installations. 

“War powers do not come into 
play here,” White House Chief of 
Staff Donald Regan said Tuesday. 
“This is not something new. We 
answered fire with fire." 

If foe act does apply, Congress 
must be notified within 48 hours 
of foe onset of hostilities, which 
White House Spokesman Larry 
Speakes said would presumably 
mean by Wednesday, since foe fir- 
ing began Monday. 

The chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, Rep- 
resentative Dante B. FascelL, said 
he urged foe White House to file 
such a report because “it will help 
matters considerably to say foe 
law has been complied with." 


grass doesn’t declare war. 

The reporting provisions were 
called into play in President Ger- , 
aid Ford’s report on foe Kam- 
bucbean seizure of the unarmed 
UJS. merchant ship Mayaguez, j, 
President Jimmy Carter’s report 
on foe abortive attempt to rescue V 
foe US. hostages in Iran and two T; 
reports by Mr. Reagan on the dis- ... 
patch of U.S. Marines to Lebanon. 7 

Presidents have consistently 
contained, however, that foe act 
encroaches on foe president’s con- 
stitutional authority as com- l- 
mander in chief of the armed for- 




ces. 


The 1973 act, prompted by 
congressional discontent over foe 
way UJS. troops were used during 
foe Vietnam War, requires the 
president to notify Congress wit- 
hin 48 hours after American for- 
ces are put into a situation where 
they may become engage in hos- 
tilities. 

It also requires those forces to 
be withdrawn within 60 days, sub- 
ject to a 30-day extension, if Con- 


President Richard Nixon, vet- 
oed it, saying it usurped “aut- 
horities which foe president has 
properly exercised under foe con- 
stitution for almost 200 years.” 
The act was passed over Nixon's 
veto. 

Mr. Reagan resisted efforts to 
apply the 60-day limit to his dep- 
loyment of Marines in Lebanon. 
But in September 1983, while ins- 
isting his authority as commander 
in chief was not affected, he agr- 
eed to a resolution invoking foe 
war powers act to extend the Mar- 
ines' stay for 18 months and req- 
uire congressional approval for 
any increase in their number. 

Meanwhile a majority of Ame- 
ricans believe foe U.S. attacks on 
Libya will result in increased att- 
acks against US. citizens, acc- 
ording to a poll published Wed- 
nesday. 

The poll, reported in USA 
Wednesday, found that more than 
76 per cent of those questioned 
saw a potential for increased att- 
acks following foe confrontations 
between Libyan and American 
forces in foe Gulf of Sirte.. 

The poll also found that 6,7 per 
cent supported U.S. raflitaiy ret- 
aliation, although Libyan missiles 
failed -to hit American- planes. 
Sixty-fourpercentsaidfoe Libyan 
incident increases foe chance of 
war in foe Middle East, but foe 
respondents were split over whe- 
ther foe incident increases foe 
chances of war with foe Soviet 
Union. 
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14 JO ....... Cartoons 
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Vs. Qatar 
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17:45 George 

18:10 Paul Daniel Show 

18:50 Local programme on the occ- 
asion of the International The- 
atre Day 

20*0 News in Arabic 


18:05 Special Feature 

18:30 From ibe Holy Koran 

19*0 ..... Newsiest 
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21*0 — News Summary 
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23:00 News Summary 
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23:57 ... News Headlines 
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4 A French exhibition on film directing 
at the Royal Cultural Centre (until 
March 27) 


American Centre Library .. 

British Council 

French Qiftnral Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish C u ltur al Centre — 
Turkish Cultural Centre ..... 

Haya Am Centre .... 

Hussein Youth City 


* An art ex hibiti o n by Dr. Mahmoud 
Sadeq at the Jordan National Gallery 
(until March 30). 


Y.W.CA 

Y.WMA. . 


Aiww.hi Mnoidpal Library _ 
University of Jordan Library 
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* French exhibition "MD. portrait de 
Femme'' at the French Cultural Centre 
(until March 27). 
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J8*0 Pleo outre mer 

19*0 News in French 

19:15 Beigeval et fils 


l«fc30 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Documentary: How Death Came 
to Earth 

2MB News in Arabic 

2030 Mind Your Language 

21:40 Magzme Zero One 


21:10 Return to Eden 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Feature Rhr: Demon and the 
Mummy 
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ebook OMO The Farming World 09*0 
World News 09:09 24 Hours: News 
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18:15 Assignment 18:45 The World 
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ter from England 19:15 Meridian 19*5 
Sports Round-up 2040 Newsdesk 2(k30 
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4 A handicraft exhibition by the Soviet 
RepubScof Bellarusia a t the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (until March 30). 


Foflshm Mumm: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years okL Also mosaics 
from Mad aba and Jerash (4tfa to 18th 


* An exhibition with origjaail about the 
work of the German Artist Qirisrian 
Schad at the Goethe Institute (until 
April 3). 


CHURCHES 


* An art exhibition by Mohammad Aba 
Zurcrik at the Housing Bank Complex 
Gallery 


* An exhibition on French Sate Bite at 
tire French Cuimral Centre (until March 


CINEMA 


‘ ’Le Camion” at 8 .DOpm, Thursday at 
the French Cultural Centre. 


FEATURE FILM 


’ ’’Tootsie'' at 7:00 pan. Thursday at 
the American Centre. 


PLAY 


St- Joseph Church (Roman Catirofic) 
Jabal Amman, IcL 624590. 

Onrch of the Anumrtrttai (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwe&deh. 637440. 

De la Salk Church (Roman Catbo&c) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Omrch of the AuMctatton (Greek 
Orthodox JAbdaE, 623541. 

Anglcaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eeaer) Jabal Amman, 678906. 
Aranrfao Cxtfaofc Omrch Ashraficfa. 

Annenbn Orthodox Omrch Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

S*. Ephnfan Omrch (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denorainaoonal): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m ShmeisanL 677534. 
Btmgdkal Lntiwni Omrch. Jabal ■ 
Amman. 6th Gxdc. (Rev. N. Stair). 
Tet 811295 

Rainbow Congregation (International. 
Interdenominational) meets in the 
Church of the Redeemer. Jabal 
Amman. TeL 606974. 


* An Arabic pity for children entitled: 
“Abu Al Fawanese Fee Ka’a AI S^salc" 
Thursday at 7:00 pm. and Friday at 
5 flO p m. a t the Royal Cultural Centre. 


PRAYER TIMES 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 66102*7 
American Centre 644371 


04:07 

0\JI 

11:42 

li:I2 

17:54 

19:16 ...._ 


- tSunrixe) Du/ta 

- Dfaufar 

- ‘Asr 

— — Magfarr* 

...Isha 


TTiiv bijbrmatkm is supplied by Alla inf- 
ormation department at the • jueen AUa 
International Airport teL 108) 53200- *. 
tWtcrr It should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

09-J5 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:40 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

09:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09*A5 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:45 (RJ) 

09£5 Dfaahran (RJ) 

KhOO Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10*15 — „ — . Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

13:45 Kuwait (KU) 

1430 Istanbul, Ankara (TK) 

1435 Muscat. Dubai. Bahrain. Lamaca 
(GF) 

16:15 ...... Rio de Janeiro, Lisbon (ZA) 

16:50 — Lamaca (RJ) 

17:15 Baghdad flA) 

17-JO Cairo (RJ) 

17:50 London, Belgrade (RJ) 

17:55 ...... Athens (RJ) 

1&0O Amszcidam, Istanbul (KLM) 

21:15 Zurich. Lamaca (SR) 

2320 Cairo (MS) 

0O-J5 Baghdad (RJ) 

00-J5 London. Baghdad (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

0630 ........ Damascus. Frankfurt I.LH) 

06:45 Damascus, Athens (OA ) 

07 JO Aqaba (RJ) 

tiM> «... Damascus. Paris (AF) 

0840 — Beirut (MEA) 

11:00 ... Vienna. New York l 

11:30 Athens I 

12:00 ..... Paris. London i 

12:15 ..... Brussels. Frankfurt \ 

12:15 Riyadh. Dhahran (S 

U.-fO . — Lamaca (I 

13-J0 Cairo (RJ) 

ISM Kuwait (KU) 

15 JO Ankara. Istanbul (TJO 

15:45 - — Bahrain (GF) 

17-JO Baghdad (IA) 

1830 Baghdad (IA) 

19-J0 Kuwait (RJ) 

2fcO0 Damascus (RJ) 


20:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

20s4 S Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21 JO . Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

0045 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 London (BA) 


EMERGENCIES 


Al-Ahi. AbdaB .. 


664164/6 


Amman govemorate 891228 

Amman dvfl drfence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .. 271293. 273131 
Civil Defence Quweismeh 770733 

Cm! Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance ;. 193. 775111 


Itaian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bastnr. J. Ashrafieh .... 7751 1 1/26 

Anny, Marita 891611/15 

Queen AJra Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


Regular-One ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 


Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Deface rescue 661111 


— Huai Trapper 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


Fire headquarters 622090-3 

PoEce rescue ... 192,621111.637777 

PoEce headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 


Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complain ts 771125/8 
Queen AEalnL Airport (08)5333<y60 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Sa'od Hadaddin ... 
Dr. Alnnad AI Daken , 

Firas Pharmacy 

Al Salan pharmacy .... 

Fayez pharmacy 

Af Kharaes pharmacy . 


-. 657255 
..776719 
..661912 
-.639730 
-661627 
.. 813141 


WEATHER 


HOSPITALS 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be fair. Light and variable 
winds will become southeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, wind swill be northerly 
moderate and cafcn sea. 


Hussein Medical Centre ._ 
Kbafidi Maternity, J. Amu 
Akilch Maternity, J. 


Amman S22 

11/27 

4/23 

... UV26 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Jabal Amman Maternity 

Malhas, J. Amman 

Palestine .Shmefeani 

Shmeoani Hospital 

Universinr Hospital 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 

Ibe Islamic. Abaafi 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
Amman 
. 642441/2 
_ 642362 
.... 636140 

- 664171/4 

- 669151 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 


TAXIS: 

Al Hamra taxi 

Al AM taxi 

Bassam taxi 

KfciM ocn taxi 
Raniataxi 


.661833 

.661127 

.811857 

.664888 

.625095 


IRBID: 

Dr. Amin Abu Ed eh 

Laith pharmacy 

AlGtimea' pharmacy , 


.242599 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mosbah Hijjawi . 
Dalai pharmacy .. — 
Al Arnani pharmacy 


.982254 


Yesterday's high tempera tares: 
A mm an 20, Aqaba 26 J. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 28 per cent, Aqaba 24 
per cenL 


MARKET PRICES 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Wednesday rates 

Local sdhbuv rata in fils 

Belgian franc 73.8 1 7S2 

Dutch guilder 133.8/ 1364 

French franc 49,1/ 502 

Italian lira .... 212/ 22^ 

Japanese yen (for 100 ) 196.8/ 200 

Swedish citwn 48.1/ 48.9 

Swiss franc ... 1802 , 184 

UJC. sterling pound .....519.5/ 528.7 

U5. doDar .... 355 6/ 360 

W. German mark ........... 151/ 154 
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PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


— French film 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 French Varieties 


PROGRAMME ONE 


10*0 


UJ0 'Friday Prayers and Refigious 


13:00 


ioiac — — N ew s *n Hebrew 

ll” — — -Agriculture 

2* News in Arabic 

— Comedy. Mr. Belvedere 

— - — Kane and Abel 

— — News in Engfish 

22:15 Hunter 


13*30 — 
1535 .... 
1*10 - 
1730 - 


Documentary 

Sports 


2035 
2130 — 
2230- 
2330 — 


— Robot 

viewenf Choice (Arabic) 

Arabic Fflra 

Ai. News in Arabic 

Arabic Series 


RADIO JORDAN 

5.^5 KHz. AM & W MHz. F.\f 
<* partly on V560 KHz, 514 


^fomonow's Programme 
— — ‘ Gnema "86 


0730 

0730 


.News in Arabic 


0830 

1*00 

10*5 


— Light Muse 

Newsdesk 


— — — Moming Show 

News Summary 

»»».. Morning Show Comd. 


11*0 ... News Summary 

11*5 - -Listeners’ Choice 

12*0 News Summary 

12*5 Listeners' Choice 

13*0 .......... News Summary 

13*5 Pop Season 

14*0 News Bulletin 

14:10 ........................ Jordan Weekly 

1430 Music 

15*0 Concert Hoar 

16*0 Ne ws Sum mary 

16*5 Tns tiinn ends 

1630 C«d Favourites 

17*0 Country Muse 

18*0 News Summary 

18*5 Top Twenty 

19*0 Newsdesk 

1930 Date with a Star 

20*0 Animal Vegetable Mineral 

2030 Talking Points 

21*0 News Summary 

21*5 ... M.Tbe-Biues 

21*5 - News Summary 


22*0 The 15th Century Aif 

2230 Over a Cup of Tea 

23*0 _..NewsJ nummary 

23*5 — Jazz Hour 

2357 News Headlines 

2^*3 ...... Close dravn 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

rifw. 720. 1413 KHz 


06*0 Newsdesk 0630 Count 

06*5 Financial News 0655 Rn 

07*0 World News 07*9 24 Hours: 
News Summary 0730 Byways of His- 
Wo^Today «*0 New-' 

idesk 0830 Meridian *9*0 Wbrtd News' 
09*9 24 Hours: News Summary 0930 
Jazz from Europe 09*5 Merchant Navy 
Programme 10*0 World News 10*9 
10:15 Engfish Song 1030 


Todty 1 130 Financial News 11.-40 Look 
Ahead 11*5 Breakfast at Tiffany's 
12*0 News Summary; The Classic Alb- 
ums 12:15 Merchant Navy Progra m me 
1230 Good Friday Meditation 13:00 
World News 13*9 News about Britain 
I3d5 In the Mcantxne 1330 A Letter 
from Northern Ireland 1335 A Letter 
from Northern Ireland 1330 Meridian 
14*0 Radio Newsreel 1435 Jaztfor the 
Asking 14:45 Sports Rotmd-up 15*8 
World News li*9 24 Hours: News 
Summary 1530 John Peel 16*0 Out- 
look; News Summary 16*5 Letterbox 
17*0 Radio Newsreel 17:15 The Star 
Wan History 18*0 World News 18*9 
Commentary 18:15 Science m Action 
18*5 The World Today 19*0 World 
News 19*9 A Letter from Northern Ire- 
land 19:15 Sarah and Company 19*5 


News Summary 21*0 Stock Market 
Repon 21*5 About Britain 22*0 
World News 22*9 24 H«Jrt: News 
Summary 2230 Science in Acfbn 23*0 
News Summary; Network U-K. 23:15 
Music Now 23*5 Foreign Affairs 24*0 
World News 00:09 The World Today 
0035 A Letter from Northern Ireland 
0030 Through My Window 00*0 Ref. 
lections 00*5 Sports Round-up 01*0 
World News; Commentary 91:15 From 
the Weeklies 0130 Talking About 
Musk 


QUEEN AUA 
INTT AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


Music Now 11*0 World News 1 1.-09 
News About Britain 11:15 The World 


Sports Round -up 20*ONcw«dcsk 2030 
Good Friday Media tns 21*0 Outiook. 


8930 - 

0935 


Cairo (MS) 

.......... Kuwaiti (Rj) 


UpperUoKtr price in fils per leg. 

Appk 260/220 

Apple (American) 550 / 500 

Banana 300/240 

Banana (Mukamnar) 250 / 220 

Beetroot 130/100 

Beans 500/450 

Broad beans 150/ 100 

C*bage 60/ 40 

Carrot (yellow) 140/100 

Carrot (black) 150/100 

Cau&Oower ISO/ 100 

Cucmber (large) 140/ 100 

Cuamber (snail) 220/180 

Eggplant (large) 180/150 

Eggplant (small) 250 / 220 

Garlic 260 / 220 

0935 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09*5 Jeddah OU) 

09*5 Cairo (RJ) 

09*5 ................. — .. Aqaba (RJ) 

10*0 — Damascus (RJ) 

12*5 ......... Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

13*5 Kuwait (KU) 

1530 Jeddah (SV) 

17:15- Baghdad (IA) 

1730 Cairo (RJ) 

1738 London. Paris (RJ) 

18*5 Athens. Damascus (OA) 

18*5 Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:10 Istanbol (RJ) 

203S Frankfurt, Damascus fLH) 

0025 Baghdad (RJj 

01*0 -Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

DEPARTURES 

0630 Istaabnl Amsterdam (KLM) 
0738 Aqsba (RJ) 


Grapefruit .... 140/ 100. 

Lemon 200/ 150 

Lettuce (per one) 100/100 

Marrow (large) 130/ 100 

Marrow (snail) 220/180 

Onion (dry) ..... 180/140 

Oruon (green) 100/ 60 

Orange (Shammouri) ... 260 / 200 

Orange (local and Valencia) 120/ 80 

Pq*»er (sweet) 130/ 100 

£Wrfl»t). 400/300 

Potatoes (local) ISO/ 100 

Potatoes (sweet) 180/ 150 

Rahsbes 80/ 50 

Spmach 150/ 100 

Tomatoes ... 150 / 90 

Turnip 90 / eo 


v-? 
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19*5 Bahrain, Doha 1 . _ 

........ Baghdad (RjJ 

2fc» — .. Dubai. Karachi (Rj) 

Cairo (RJl 

H35 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

M3S Istanbul Belgrade (JU) 
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BusmessHotds.” Out of the hundreds o€ fine hotels listed in rhk 
m teresd qg new guide, Mr. Davis selected die 50 best hotels 
catering for bosmess travellers needs worldwide. This selection 
listed t he Ajoa nzm Marriott hotel together with 50 of the world’s- 
other outstanding and renowned names such as foe Plaza Athene? 
in Parfc. the Beverly Wilshire in Los Angeles, the Shangri-La in 
Singapore, Mandarm in Hoqg Kong, Imperial in Tokyo and many 
o there. Mr. Davis was also quoted as saying: "'We have con- 
centrated on hotels which we consider to be the most suitable for 
business travellers. We have not attempted to list diem in order of 
rank; they are all outs tanding " 

UNRWA director meets refugee notables 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Director of United Nations Relief and Works 
1 Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) affaire in Jordan Per 
Olof HaUqvsst Wednesday met with 16 refugee notables from 
Zaiqa and Rusatfefa townsjand from Marka (Hsttm), Zarqa-and 
SuMmA refugee camps dmingwhich. mfonnatton and views on 
tire operation ahtf fnnefing of die agency were exchanged, acc- 
ording to' an UNRWA release. Mr. HaDqvist told die refugee 
notables that the agency is f air ly confident that it can go through 
1986 without having to resort to service cuts, the release added. 


'orbachev proposes withdrawal 


JE NOS. (Chnlhinrt^ftnm page I) 

““damaged another and twice have 
-mb H S'* 0 * HP 3 Soviet-supplied missile 
Sxtii _ Tsi&ite at the coastal town of Sine, in 

^“retafiafiba” agamst Libyan mfa - 

spia - — ^^iile fire on Monday. 

The U.S. Defence Department 

HTDITY aid d>ere had been no Libyan fire 
tince the mitral volley of a dozen 
resales that the UJS. says sparked 

^ fshe American attacks. 

d - ac — J Tlie US. says its fleet was sent 

— -J j£x> the gulf to emphasise its det- 

to operate in “inl- 

" gsitnatfonal' waters" decile Libya's 

■iaim to sovereignty over Sirte. 

- A US. State Department sjto- 
— — J^esraan saidAmencan embassies 




ARMY CHIEFS MEET: Armed Forces meeting was attended by Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. 
Chhf of Staff Gen. Sharif Zald Ibn Shaker receives FhthI AbuTaleb, Canadian Ambassador in Amman 
Wednesday the Deputy Chief of Defence Staff of the Cary Harman and the Canadian military attache In 
Canadian Forces Nigel Brodeur (second right) who Amman, 
arrived io Amman from Damascus Wednesday .The 



Arab union, 
RSS sign 
cooperation 
protocol 

AMMAN (Petra) - The 
Baghdad -based Arab Union of 
Scientific Research Councils 
(AUSRC) and the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) Wednesday 
signed a protocol on scientific and 
technological cooperation and for 
the implementation of four res- 
earch projects in electronic eng- 
ines nag, construction and ren- 
ewable energy. 

One of the projects concerns 
the development of an electronic 
system to control traffic lights, the 
designs for which were prepared 
at the RSS. The developed system 
is needed in both Jordan and Iraq 
due to heavy traffic in the cities of 
the two countries and to help saf- 
eguard public safety, an RSS spo- 
kesman said. 

The two skies will also coo- 
perate to produce an engineering 
handbook containing designs and 
instructions on building and con- 
struction with the purpose of giv- 
ing structures further stability in 
minor earthquakes. The RSS spo- 
kesman said the project will help 
raise the standard of the con- 
struction industry in the two cou- 
ntries and will also benefit all 
Arab engineering offices. The two 
sides wiU also issue a guidebook 
with instructions on public safety 
during the execution of con- 
struction projects with the pur- 
pose of reducing the number of 
accidents. 


The OAU said in a statement: 
“Untfl a fair, and legal solution is 
found to the dispute resulting 
from the use of the waters of the 
Gulf of Sirte, Libya has the right to 
defend this gulf which it has since 
2973 considered as forming an 
integral part of its territorial wat- 
ers.” 

It deplored tire attitude of the 
United States m the “unequal hos- 
tilities” and urged it to exercise 
restraint 

The statement warned the US. 
against acts aimed at Libya which 
“would constitute a serious threat 
to peace in the region in particular 


and to international peace in gen- 
eral.” 

•In Islamabad, the secretary- 
general of the 45-nation Org- 
an is taion of Islamic Conference 
(01C),Sharifuddm Pirzadeh. said 
the entry of US. forces into the 
Gulf of Sirte was “provocative and 
unwarranted.” 

OIC members stood by their 
decision to bade Libya against 
“threats to its sovereignty, ter- 
ritorial integrity and ind- 
ependence” he said in a sta- 
tement issued by Pakistan’s APP 
news agency. 


■ ^ qflxound flic world had been put on Palestinians cool towards proposal 

aim against attacks which d*- 1 * * 


»-omats say could be a more eff- 

xtive form of Libyan retaliation 
^ihan direct action against tire fleet. 
Libyan Radio 1 said Wednesday 
^ *‘Oh heroes of our Arab Nation, 
^ et jour missiles and. suicide cells 

y^orsae American te r ro ri st emb- 
;;>i 'issies and interests wherever they 
^ ^T-nay be.” 

American embassies,“interests 
— ■— — md companies erf terror” were 
fpyipg on the Arab masses, con- 
■'CC piring against them and plu- 
tderiog their wealth, it said. 

The radio said the U.S. “ter- 
. orist” admin istratkm was “bra- 
.. -- gisenly chaTlengjng” the Arab Nat- 
~ ton wito its w^tiups and aircraft.” 
Bat America did not Bispire 
^-J^ear, the radio saH. 

• - It recalled the “lesson of Leb- 
- -'jjJBwn” and said the U.S. military 
S-i®** .“ s ha | he T1 as a result of 
J . -^heroic nmrtyidorn-soeking ope- 


rations” by toe sons of the Arab 

- "[ij ;«ople — a reference to aseries of 

S' jevastatmg bombings of U-S. ins- 
_ illations in Lebanon in the past 
’ «w years. 

- "j “We shall be lymg in wait for 
^ he American power mania as we 

(iave always oeeo,” the com- 
... l 5‘.nentaiy saat 

. “Our nation has never knelt 
-t^jefoK American arrogance.” 
r- :: On the diplomatic front, CoL 

j;5 ^g:>adhafi received, messages of 
■''^■yapnort from. Arab and African 


eaders aid the Foreign Ministry 
ummoned ambassadors to tell 
u»*3iem Libya would co n fro n t U.S. 
. ^tggression “withall its means ” 
^ The Organisation of African 


. -J^£j fatty (OAU) caressed support 
;^' .or Lfcya and urged Washington' 
■^■o “a deliberate show, of 


(Continued from page 1) 

there ooukt not be peace until Isr- 
ael withdrew to the borders that 
existed before foe 1967 Middle 
East war. 

The Labour plan calls for Israeli 
retention of “security areas” on 
the West Bank, particularly along 
the Jordan River. 

Bethlehem Mayor EKas Freij 
said he was not impressed by arg- 
uments that tire West Bank, once 
evacuated, would be ringed by 
Israeli troops. “Do they want to 
sandwich the Arabs m?” Mr. Freij 
told Renters. 

BormerHebron Mayor Mustafa 
Natche expressed suspicion that, 
the proposals were aimed for pub- 
licity purposes. “Over a year ago, 
the Labour-led government said it 
would improve tile quality of life 
on the West Bank and nothing was 
done. This may be die same.” 

Midha Harish, chairman erf the 
Labour Party's political com- 
mittee, told Reuters on Tuesday 
foe party rejected^ Israeli rule over 
13 million Palestinians in the occ- 
upied areas and wished to exc- 
hange land for peace if tins did not 
“weaken” Israeli “security." 

The proposals were adopted 
this week in the presence of Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and Def- 
ence Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

It was not immediately clear 
what effect foe guidelines would 
have if adopted at Labour’s ann- 
ual convention or how they would 
St info Labour’s delicate relations 
with its coalition partners. 

Under their coalition agr- 
eement, Peres and Likud Foreign 


Foundation presents awards 
to nine Arab scientists 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Abdul fo eir developed methods in tea- 
Hamid Shomun Foundation chinv sciences to students in the 
(AHSF) Wednesday distributed A rj b World, 
its 1 985 awards to nine young ami 1116 wimers who received their 

distinguished scientists from" Jar- awards at the ceremony were: Dr. 
dan and the Arab World. Hani Nicola Khouri (basic sci- 

Addressing a special ceremony encesj. Dr. Aii Ahmad Fodeh 
held on foe occasion. AHSF Cha- 1 mathematics, statistics and Com- 
intern Abdul Majid Shoman rev- puters). Dr. Mukhtar Omar Abb- 
iewed the achievements and the asi Mukhtar (engineering sci- 
objectives of the foundation and ences). Dr. Samir Fuad Atawi 
its role in promoting local and ( medical sciences}. Dr. Abdullah 
Arab scien tific research. Saleh Oweidi AI Ahbadt (cfae- 

• JEach of foe awards worth JD naieal medicine). Dr. Anwar Al 
3,000 were granted to nine sci- Battikhi (agricultural sciences), 
enlists, including five from Jor- Farouk Al ‘Ani (bio logical 
dan. Out of 84 scientists nora- sciences). Dr. Radwan Al Sayyed 
inated by different Arab cou- (humanities). Dr. Jawdat Saadeh 
n tries, only 75 were eligible for (wciil sciences), 
consideration by the awards . award winners Wednesday 
committee and only nine received visited dte University' of Jordan 
die awards, according to Dr. yn ^ president Abdul 

Assad Abdul Rahman, the fou- Salam Al Majali who briefed the 
ndation’s director general. scientists on foe university’s dev- 

elopment and its activities. He 
aJ« praised the A HSF for its role 
in promoting the scientific mov- 
ement in foe Arab World. 


He said that foe awards were 
presented in recognition of the 
scientists' distinguished work and 


Students to help fund raising 
campaign for cancer centre 


AMMAN (Petra) — The national 
team entrusted with setting up foe 
Amal Cancer Centre at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Hospital will 
launch a campaign to raise con- 
tributions from citizens and org- 
anisations in Jordan on April 30. 
according to an announcement by 
foe committee's secretary on 
Wednesday. 

The secretary said that nearly 
1 ,000 students will take port in foe 


week-long campaign and that they 
will visit' banks, companies and 
other organisations. 

The donations are needed to 
help raise funds for launching the 
initial stage of the project, est- 
imated to cost JD 1 million, foe 
secretary said. He said that a sim- 
ilar campaign launched with stu- 
dents’ help last year raised JD 
500,000. 


Symposium on war continues 


Minister Yitzhak Shamir are to 
exchange jobs in October. Peres 
has rejected calls from Labour 
parliamentarians that be put off 
the handover and force early ele- 
ctions. . . . 

Harish said the proposals were 
similar to foe early 1970s “Alton 
plan” for Israel to withdraw from 
populated Arab regions but retain 
key “security” positions. 

Labour has long favoured “ter- 
ritorial compromise.” New ele- 
ments in' foe proposed platform 
include dropping ail claims to the 
Gaza Strip anrf accentuating the 
role of Palestinians in neg- 
otiations, Harish said. 

“We want Jordan or the Pal- 
estinians, or both, to come forth to 
negotiate and we propose these 
guidelines as a start. Our main 
worry is bow to prevent a new 
(Arab) mili tary buildup on foe 
West Bank while giving it back,” 
be said. 

The plan seemed to part from 
standing Israeli policy by not spe- 
cifically excluding negotiations 
with foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO). 

No Palestmian would be exc- 
luded on foe grounds of- mem- 
bership in a political group “if be 
recognises Israel and rejects ter- 
ror ” Harish said. I 

The labour proposals say Israel 
should retain “foe environs of 
Jerusalem” and tire Etrion bloc 
settlements south of Bethlehem, 
as well as foe Jordan Valley and 
the northwest area of the Dead 
Sea. : 


(Continued from page I) 

The report also underscored foe 
social and psychological effects of 
the war, mainly foe imbalance in 
the two countries’ social structure 
from foe death of hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

On foe political level, the war 
has forced both countries to seek 
international and regional all- 
iances which contradict their dec- 
lared ideologies, the report said 
and cited examples of Iranian 
arms purchases from Israel des- 
pite earlier pledges by the Iranian 
rulers to fight the Jewish state. . 

The war also has serious legal 
repercussions, including violation 
; of international laws and charters 
i which forbid foe acquisition of 
land by force and torture and kil- 
ling of prisoners of war. 

Sheikh Al Malik i. secretary 
, general of the Arab Union of Jur- 
ists, referred to the various peace 
efforts pursued by the Non- 
Alignment Movement, and the 
goodwill mission of foe Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) and initiatives launched by 
foe international community to 
settle the conflict. “Iran, which 
refused to cooperate with these 
missions, has undermined these 
efforts,” Mr. Maliki said. 

He called on foe U.N. Security 
Council to take economic and dip- 
lomatic sanctions against Iran in 
accordance with articles stipulated 
in foe UJ9. Charter. 

International Trade Union’s 
(ITU) Secretary-General Jean 
Goudrey voiced his union’s sup- 
port to the symposium’s ini- 
tiatives, “which aim at putting an 
end to this ferocious war which has 
resulted in heavy losses in both 
countries' economy, people, liv- 
ing standard and the situation of 
labourers." 

The ITU, which represents mo- 
tions of people, believes that an 
end to the war would reduce the 
imperialist ami Zionist presence in 
the area, Mr. Goudrey said. He 
c al l e d on all “peace-loving and 
progressive forces” to endorse all 
resolutions and implement all dec- 
isions stemming from foe Amman 
meeting. 

Dr. Jaber AI Rawwi from foe 
University of Jordan called on 
both Iran and Iraq to drop charges 
against foe other. “Insistence of 
stands adopted by both countries 
wiU only impede progress to find a 
just solution for the conflict,” Dr. 


Lower House convenes 

today to begin debate c 
new draft electoral law 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament will 
meet today to start discussions on a new draft ele- 
ctoral law which promises wide-ranging reforms of 
the 1960 law currently in force and which would 
open the door for a larger sector of the population to 
vote. 


The- new electoral law was pro- 
mised by His Majesty Kmg Hus- 
sein in his speech from the throne 
to Parliament’s inaugural session 
last November. The law will mai- 
ntain equal representation of both 
foe East and West Banks of Jor- 
dan. although foe number of dep- 
uties in the w Lower House will be 
i increased to 138 deputies instead 
i of the present 60. 

I According to the draft law, 
I which was drawn up and endorsed 
by the government on Dec. 30. foe 
number of deputies was increased 
to 130. Butasenior Jordanian off- 
icial told foe Jordan Times that the 
House’s legal committee, after 
thoroughly studying the law, int- 
roduced numerous amendments 
to some of its articles such as inc- 
reasing foe number of deputies 
from 130 to 138. 

The draft law was passed by the 
cabinet to the House on Jan. 10 
and is expected to cover the whole 
parliamentary' process, beginning 
from the registration of voters to 
the announcement of election res- 


ults and it represents a complete 
and total reform of foe existing 
law, in effect since 1960. 

The draft law. which has been 
kept under wraps, also drops the 
voting age to 19 from 20 with foe 
aim of granting a larger sector of 
the population the right to vote. 

The legal committee ended its 
final round of discussions on the 
law on Feb. 16 by drawing up 
numerous recommendations reg- 
arding the number of con- 
stituencies and representation by 
deputies, the senior official said. 
He did not elaborate but added 
■that the House was expected to 
have discussed the law on Feb. 20. 
However discussions of the law 
were postponed and the com- 
mittee re-opened Dew discussions 
over the law. 

Parliamentary observers here 
believe that foe committee has 
given the law due attention and 
discussio n but they do not expect 
foe Parliament to be dissolved 
untU January 1988. when Par- 


liament's four-year term ends. 
The King, who’ suspended Par- 
liament in 1974, reconvened it in 
January 1984. 

While drafting the proposed 
law’s constituencies, electoral dis- 
tricts and districts, the socLfl and 
economic developments were 
taken into consideration as well as 
the historical circumstances, pop- 
ulation density and fair dis- 
tribution of seats and rep- 
resen tation. 

Nine seas in the Parliament will 
also be allocated for rep- 
resentatives from Jordan's nine 
refugee camps. These camps are: 
Al Wihdat, Al Hussein. Al Tal- 
ibieb. Irbid. Husun. J crash and 
Souf together. Baqa'a. Zarqa and 
Hittin. Under the I960 law. the 
refugee camps were represented 
by deputies from the con- 
stituencies in which the camps 
were located. 

In Thursday's session, the 
House will also listen to a Royal 
Decree extending the House's 
current session for an additional 
two months from Feb. 28. 

The House will also refer to its 
committees a drafr amendment to 
the People's Array law and pro- 
posals raised by deputies related 
to labour laws, the conscription 
law and loan agreements, as well' 
as a complain: by sheep merchants 
in Quescraeh and issues raised by 
the agricultural sector in the occ- 
upied West Bank. 


Rawabdeh calls Credit institutions asked to 
for coordination reschedule farmers’ repayments 


Rawwi said and underlined the 
importance of referring to foe 
Security Council for the final ver- 
dict in foe conflict. 

Another participant from the 
University of Jordan, Dr. Kamel 
Abu Jaber said “although Jordan 
supports Iraq . it does not consider 
itself to be an enemy of Iran." 

“We hope that Iran wfll opt for 
peace. Our deliberations should 
attempt to search for means which 
could convince Iran to stop foe 
war since Iraq has declared its 
readiness for peace,” Dr. Abu 
Jaber, a renowned Arab historian, 
said. 

Abdul Munim Al Gbazali from 
the permanent secretariat of the 
im denounced the “mullah reg- 
ime in Iran.” Iran will take its agg- 
ression against Iraq to foe nei- 
ghbouring Gulf countries, Mr. 
Ghazali said, “since Iran believes 
in being the policeman of foe 
Gulf”. 

Jean Kolakonski, also from the 
ITU, said foe Amman symposium, 
should adopt a peaceful initiative 
to settle foe conflict and should act 
as a “rallying force to mobilise the 
world labour and public op inio n in 
a bid to achieve peace." 

"The ITU supports any mov- 
ement to settle foe war since both 
countries share historical, rel- 
igious and cultural ties.” Mr. Kol- 
akonski added. 

Secretary-General of the Arab 
Union of Economists Tamer Raz- 
zouki also underscored the neg- 
ative in yact of the war on bofo 
countries' economy and the heavy 
human losses it has inflicted on 
bofo peoples. 

Mr. Niool Davidson, president 
of the International Society for 
noa -governmental UJ9. ass- 
ociations, emphasised the imp- 
ortant mediatory role Syria can 
play in putting an end to foe war. 
“The Syrians have military and 
refigtous ties with Iran and thus 
their mediatory capabilities could 
be utilised to end die dispute," 
Mr. Davidson said. 

He criticised Iran for its con- 
ch tons that the Iraqi, president be 
toppled before Tehran agrees to 
peace negotiations with Iraq. 

. “No country can force another 
country to get rid of hs ruling pre- 
sident. The change of the pre- 
sident can only be achieved thr- 
ough foe people and constitution 
of foe concerned country,” he 
said. 


between Arab, 
foreign cities 

RIYADH (Petra) — Amman 
Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf Al Raw- 
1 abdeh has called on Arab states to 
help strengthen ties between Arab 
and foreign cities to enable them 
to exchange expertise and inf- 
ormation about public services, 
planning and other municipal sph- 
eres. 

Mr. Rawabdeh. who was add- 
ressing a general conference of the 
Arab Cities Organisation (ACO) 
which is being held in Riyadh, said 
that foreign cities are far ahead 
regarding cooperation between 
themselves in municipal affairs 
and he added that efforts should 
be made to enable Arab cities to 
benefit from their experience. 

The ACO, he said, maintains 
cooperation with foreign cities by 
jointly organising symposiums 
and conferences and through coo- * 
pe ration agreements in municipal 
affairs. 

Mr. Rawabdeh was quoted by 
Riyadh radio as saying that foe 
ACO is now trying to tackle foe 
problems of migration from rural 
to urban regions in the Arab 
World, random building, foe lack 
of public gardens and pollution. 

An ACO scientific committee is 
continuing its discussions on a 
number of working papets dealing 1 
with inter-Arab cooperation in I 
urban affairs. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Specialised 
credit institutions in Jordan have 
been instructed by the gov- 
ernment to reschedule farmers' 
loans and to allow repaymentover 
the coming five years in a bid to 
encourage farmers to increase 
production. 

A statement by foe Prime Min- 
istry Wednesday said that farmers' 
loans and interest due to the Agr- 
icultural Credit Corporation 


(ACC) up to the end of 1985 wBi 
be allowed to be settled over a 
five-year period with no interest 
during the extension period. 

In addition, all farmers’ med- 
ium and long-term loans obtained 
from the ACC during 1 986 will be 
exempted from any' interest, foe 
statement added. It said that these 
measures will also be applicable to 
loans obtained from the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation. 


Tragedy, death in the ’ 
on roads and in homes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A man, ide- 
| ntified only as ZSS. shot dead his 
young wife and then left her body 
under a tree where it was dis- 
covered by picnickers in Yajouz. 
between Swefleh and Zaiqa. acc- 
ording to a spokesman for Sweileh 
police station. The spokesman 
said that foe man, who later tur- 
ned himself into the police, fired 
several shots at his wife in a woo- 
ded area in Yajouz and then ran 
away. The body was found by 
people spending an outing in foe 
area and foe man later admitted to 
killing his wife, foe spokesman 
added. No other details were 
given but the spokesman said that 
foe investigation is continuing. 

According to a report in foe 
press Wednesday, a road accident 
at Daba'a south of Amman caused 


foe death of a 24 -year-old woman. 
Rima Fuad, and her two young 
children. The report said that the 
woman's husband. Mahmoud, was 
severely injured in the accident 
wbeo their vehicle hit the back of a 
Kuwaiti truck which was perked 
along the road at night. Civil def- 
ence teams from Daba'a rushed to. 
foe scene of the accident and took 
the bodies and foe injured man to 
Al Bashir Hospital in Amman. 


A 50-year-old man by the name 
of Sha'aban Abdul Ghani AJ 
Abtah from Irbid camp was found 
hanged and dead in his own home, 
according to a report in the Arabic 
press Wednesday. The report said 
that foe body was taken to Pri- 
ncess Basraa Hospital in Irbid for 
an autopsy. 


Working team finds urgent need for 
more, better mental health facilities 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Tfaies 

AMMAN — There are 250,000 
Jordanians who are psychiatric 
patients and of this number 

30.000 are severely disturbed and 

10.000 are in need of hos- 
pitalisation at some time, acc- 
ording to Dr. Ihsan Ra’afat, dir- 
ector qfffoe National Centre for 
Mental Health in Fuheis and dir- 
ector of the Karatneh Hospital for 
Mental Health. But there are only 
300 available beds in Jordan. The 
two major hospitals in foe country 
are foe ones mentioned above and 
together they accommodate only 
200 patients. 

Before 1967 there were no hos- 
pitals for psychiatric patients in 
.foe East Bank erf Jordan and pat- 
ients were accommodated in Bet- 
hlehem. After 1967, the Ministry 
of Health opened foe National 
Centre for Mental Health in Fuh- 
eis and immediately took in 100 
people. There were no doctors, no 
specialists, no nurses and no other 
staff, so the psychiatric dep- 
artment bad to start from zero. 
Now there are available staff but 
still not enough, and the patient 
staff ratio is too high. Dr. Ra’afat 
said. 

Although the hospital is not all 
impressive to foe visitor and is also 
quite dirty, there is a new ext- 
ension built by the Health Min- 
istry, which has been ready for a 
year but is not being used. This 
new extension, also known as the 
National Centre for Mental Hea- 
lth, can accommodate up to 230 
patients very confortably. There 
are different sizes of bedrooms,, 
recreational rooms, a gymnasium, 


clinics, a dispensary and a nicely 
decorated and furnished aud- 
itorium which seats 300 people. 
The resident doctors’ living qua- 
rters are on foe same premises and 
are occupied. A small section on 
foe ground floor is occupied by- 
women patients, who make up 
four to six per cent of all patients 
and foe auditorium is being used 
for lecturing medical and nursing 
students. Two rooms on the sec- 
ond floor are used by foe adm- 
inistration. The reason the pat- 
ients have not yet been transferred 
to the new and spacious extension 
is because it has not yet been fur- 
nished. The resident doctors, the 
women patients, and foe adm- 
inistration are using their old fur- 
niture. 

Dr. Ra'afat says foal foe new 
hospital will be ready to take in the 
patients in several months. The 
old building will become a high 
security wring and will be ren- 
ovated to accommodate psy- 
chiatric offenders sentenced by 
court orders. 

Karameh Hospital 

The Karameh Hospital was 
previously a hotel and was bought 
by the Mmistry of Health in 1981. 
This is foe first rehabilitation cen- 
tre for psychiatric patients in Jor- 
dan and it accommodates 100 
men. This hospital is very nicely 
furnished although it needs mai- 
ntenance. There are recreation 
facilities for patients and a new 
"extension has been built to be the 
"actual rehabilitation centre and 
here patients jvork on handicrafts 
such as stuffed ddUs, plastic flo- 
wers, woodwork, and worry 
.beads, DriRa^afat told the Jordan 


Times: “Being an open hospital, 
some of the patients regularly go 
out and come back; there are reg- 
ular trips for them around the 
country and some patients work 
outside foe hospital in nearby fac- 
tories. 

New proposals 

A committee was formed by 
involved persons in psychiatry in 
Jordan and they held 16 meetings 
between October 1985 and Jan- 
uary 1986. “A full report was 
given to foe miorster of health 
concerning new proposals for a 
full programme in mental health, " 
says Dr. Ra’afat. The p ro po s al, 
which has been approved by foe 
mmistry, suggests that foe Nat- 
ional Centre for Mental Health 
become a place for treatment and 
care erf patients, for research, fix- 
training doctors and nurses and 
for providing advice on psychiatric 
services. Concerned ministries 
and associations wDl finance this 
programme. 

“The proposal also includes 
openmg specialised p syc hia tric 
wards in all general hospitals ” 
adds Dr. Ra’afat. “There is also a ; _ 
need to open new psychiatric di- 
nics and rehabilitation centres in 
ail parts of Jordan, starting with 
foe big cities. Therefore we need 
more doctors and staff. Care must 
be available near the people; this 
way, people who never go for psy- 
chiatric help will come for it. It 
is very important that people sho- 
uld not be afraid to come for pro- 
per consultation. Therefore, psy- 
chiatric illnesses and psychiatric 
help will become more accepted 
by society and wfl] stop being 
(shameful." he said.. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A/ /?fl7: U.S. aggression against Arabs 


THE United States has launched an attack on Libya in total defiance 
of m2 tons of the Arab people and in flagrant violation of Int- 
ernationa] principles and laws. This aggression was directed against 
world's stability and therefore, constituted a grave danger to peace. 
The United States has planned this aggression for several months and 
mobilised its fleets and war planes. After failing to involve the 
Europeans in this aggression. Washington decided to launch it alone 
with total indifference to world public opinion and as a flagrant 
violation of international principles and laws. The United States 
chose to attack Libya at a time when the Arab foreign ministers were 
bolding their meeting in Tunis. This bears a clear indication that the 
United States meant to provide a fresh evidence of its evil intentions 
and total disregard to the feelings of millions of Arab people. ~ 


Sawt Al Shaab: Arab stance is lesson for 
Libya 


A much-wanted exposure 


WHEN THE Iranian masses rose against the Shah and toppled 
his dictatorship the world was jubflant. The Iranian rev- 
olution was a victory for an oppressed people and underscored 
the eternal troth that oppression cannot hope to last for ever. 
The world was also happy that it was a well-deserved victory of 
the Iranian people, who, for many years, had been the victims 
of ruthless leaders and a despotic regime. Bat now, seven years 
after the Shah was toppled, it has been irrefutably established 
that the 1979 “revolution” was the victory of the ayatollahs 
"and mullahs and not of the Iranian masses or the cause of the 
martyrs who sacrificed their own lives in the people’s struggle 
against tyranny. 

Seldom in modern history has any country had to bear the 
ruthless treatment netted out by the present Tehran regime 
through its 500 or so revolutionary courts a g ainst die samp 
people who installed the ayatollahs in power. Summary trials 
where the “accused*’ are not even allowed access to lawyers 
and executions within hours after the “sentence” is passed are 
unheard of these days, and yet this is precisely what is hap- 
pening in Iran. 

It must have been an experience of jumping from the frying 
pan to the fire for the Iranian people when the Iran-fr^g war 
broke out in 15)80, barely 19 months after the Khomeini regime 
took power. Disappointing and pathetic as it was for the Ira- 
nians to realise that they were no nearer to their aspired goals 
. of basic freedoms and respect for human rights in the months 
that preceded the eruption of the war than the pre-Shah days, it 
was another severe blow to the masses when the regime found 
in the war a perfect tool to hang on to power. 

The Ir anian regime cannot afford to allow their people to 
settle down and contemplate their own folly in installing fan- 
atics in power. It has to continue to use the war with Iraq as the 
perfect smokescreen that could hide the disasters the mullahs’ 
rule wrought upon Iran and its people. These disasters are 
manifest not only in the hundreds of thousands of lives that 
Iran and Iraq have lost already, bat also in the severe damage 
to the two countries’ economic and social structures that this 
war has caused. 

The “No- to- War, Yes-to-Peace’* symposium which is bring 
currently held in Amman should tell os a good deal about the 
other side of the story which has not been properly exposed or 
articulated yet. The story, pamftil as it is, has to bie told so that 
the true dangers of this mad war can be exposed and und- 
erstood by the whole world, and not the least by the ayatollahs 
themselves. It is they in the end who, by continuing the conflict 
with Iraq andnot heeding the voice of toe reason and the call of 
peace, are inflicting the most damage on their country and 
people and their Muslim brothers to the West. It is not that the 
ayatollahs do not know what the war has already cost. The 
real purpose is to let them and the rest of the world know what 
the alternative to this mad conflict might so satisfactorily be. 


THE United States has escalated its provocations against the Arab 
nation and attacked Libya openly. Before the aggression. Was- 
hington launched a propaganda campaign against Libya led by Pre- 
sident Reagan himself and echoed by the American, press. The Ame- 
ricans claiming that Libya is the seat of international terrorism have 
been rallying world nations against the Libyan and the Arab people. 
But it is known to the whole world that it is die United States that acts 
as a patron of international terrorism. With its aggression on Libya 
the United States proved once again that it is the enemy of nations, 
and with its attack, it meant to show the other nations that it would* 
not hesitate to use force to achieve its ends. Washington wants the 
whole world to be subjugated to its own will and to behave according 
to its own desires and to capitulate to Washington's terms at the 
expense of their dignity and self respect, and with total disregard to 
world security and peace. Libya is a country whose policies are 
against ours and with whom many Arabs disagree. But it is now 
facing an external aggression from a superpower that is supposed to 
be an advocate of world peace. We hope that the U.S. wifi find in 
Libya the last lesson it must learn for respecting the will of nations. 


Al Das tour: U.S. evil designs against the 
Arab nation 


THE American attack on Libya did not come as a coincidence when 
the Arab League council meeting was in progress, but it came with 
the US. &H knowledge that the Arab nation is weak and divided. 
The aggress* 30 also came at a time when the Arabs are meeting in 
Ami r*" to discuss means for ending the Gulf War. The attack was a 
means £ot diverting peoples attention from that war. The aggression 
was another link in a series of imperialist onslaughts on our Arab 
reekm and entails a lesson for the Arabs to understand and to benefit 
Sm it. Though toe Libyans have chosen to support toe Iranian 
floffiessors against the Iraqi people, all the Arabs are now supporting 
?*va in of external aggression on its territory. The 

i ibvans should understand that toe Arabs should not accept any 
“Session directed against any part of the Arab World and take a 
Kaon tom this. This is a lesson for all those Arabs who choose to 
jjlnajn away from joint Arab action for serving Arab causes. 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schurmann 


U.S. rejoices as the West wins the oil war, but, will it last? 


SAN FRANCISCO — The 
main news from the United 
States must remind Middle 
Eastern readers of the days of 
Harun ar-Rashid. Suddenly 
millions of Americans are fin- 
ding lots of new money in their 
pockets. That is because 40 per 
cent of Americans own stocks, 
and toe stock market has been 
rising like a vertical take-off 
airplane. It is like seeing a man 
standing on a street comer and 
handing out S 1 00 dollar bills to 
everyone! 

Why has this happened? The 
simplest and truest answer is 
the collapse of the oil market. 
02 prices are very low in the 
Un ited States and may go even 
lower. 02 has been, since the 
early 1970's, the leading cause 
of inflation. During the raid- 
1970's it was the leading cause 
of recession. 


But as o2 prices stab2ised in 
toe early 1 980’s, inflation went 
down. Now as oD prices have 
collapsed, economies seem to 
be recovering fast, not just in 
toe United States but in other 
countries. Many businessmen 
remember that cheap ofl made 
possible the great economic 
upswings of toe 1950's and 
1960’s. Now they hope ... and 
expect ... that those feats of ear- 
lier decades wfll be repeated. 

And because inflation is low. 
bonds become desirable. And 
because there is so much “win- 
dfall" cash to invest in new bus- 
iness or simply spend, stocks 
also have become desirable. 

Since this extraordinary 
economic phenomenon afreets 
the entire world, we ask: why 
has it come about, what does 
it mean, and is it real or an ill- 
usioo? 


It came about not because 
there was a glut of o2 in the 
world, but because the o2 pro- 
ducing nations could not, tog- 
ether, form a global cartel to 
control and stabilise toe price 
of o2. Specifically, Saudi Ara- 
bia and Britain could not joi- 
ntly agree to collaborate. 

The world price of o2 has 
been very high since OPEC 
became a major political force 
in toe early 1970’s. But toe 
high price of oD has also bro- 
ught about a huge transfer of 
wealth from toe First to the 
Third World. Even though 
much of toe wealth has been 
wasted, it stimulated growth in 
the Middle East. Southeast 
Asia, and in Africa, notably 
Nigeria. 

The low price of o3 means 
that this transfer of wealth has 
been halted. The First World 


wants to keep its own wealth. 
Washington has the so-called 
“Baker plan” to make new 
loans to indebted Third World 
countries, but so far the plan 
has not recruited any takers. It 
remains just a plan. 


This provides an answer to 
the second question, what does 
it mean. During the remainder 
of the 1 9S0's and beyond to toe 
1990's, there w2l be less wealth 
ava2abJe to the Third World. 
The o2 producing countries 
wOl have less, but also toe dev- 
eloping countries. 


W21 the newly invigorated 
developed countries import 
more from the developing cou- 
ntries and provide them with 
new sources of earnings? Per- 
haps, butit is also posable dev- 
eloped countries w3I just trade 
more with each other. 


Commodity prices have 
been falling sharply thr- 
oughout toe world, as Malaysia, 
has discovered with its tin, and 
sugar producers in tropica] 
countries have found out. 
There is a good chance that 
consumers in the developed 
countries are going to spend 
more for services than goods, 
and less spending on goods 
means less earnings for dev- 
eloping countries. 

This brings us to the last que- 
stion, is it real or an 2lusioa.lt 
is real if toe Third World cou- 
ntries once again sink back into 
the role of providers of cheap 
materials, products, and labour 
for the developed countries, as 
in toe 1950’s and 1960’s. 

But that is not very likely. 
The Third World is an awake 


toe greatest, by far, proven res- 
erves of oO in the world wUl 
most certainly fight hard to 
regain control of world oil pri- 
cing. Latin America is in great 
political and economic turnioh. 
The Soviet Union with its oil 
exports and China with its rap- 
id ly developing economic 
power are just entering the 
world economic picture. 


and no longer a sleeping force. 
The Middle East which still has 


m 

. All the economic news in the 
U5. is good, too good to last 
In ancient days, soldiers could 
go forth and steal vast wealth 
from foreign peoples, and 
these peoples submitted qui- 
edy.Today that is no longer the 
case. It is just not conceivable 
that the First World can revel 
in all this windfall wealth and 
■the other parts of the world will 
meekly watch and obey like 


servants. 


Sudan treads a 


democratic path 


Sudan, beset by >rumy prvhhr n\, faces its first free elections in 20 yearn. 
Mary Arm Fitzgerald ami John Murray Brown describe the bew- 
ildering array of 47 political parties jostling for the votes of 10 million 
people, nost of whom are going to the polls for the first time. 


KHARTOUM— Sudan is pre- 
paring for its first free elections in 
20 years, fulfilling toe promise of 
interim head of state General 
Abdul Rahman Swareddabab to 
return the country to civilian rule 
oae year after toe overthrow of 
former President Jafaar Numehj. 

The transition to democracy 
wOl not be easy. This large under- 
developed country has exp- 
erienced only brief interludes of 
civilian rule in its 50 years of ind- 
ependence and is stfll preoccupied 
with shaking off the trappings of 
Mr. Nurneirfs 16-year military 
regime. 

■ A number of problems threaten 
the country: an unprecedented 
debt crisis, a civil war in the south, 
and food shortages that could put 
3.6 m2 lion people's lives at risk. 

Sudan's political spectrum now 
embraces 47 political parties, 
many of which have sprung up in 
the past few months, iq pre- 
paration for voting beginning on 
April 1 . Campaign issues are litde 
discussed and party platforms are 
amorphous. 

The parties are as yet untested, 
and most of toe 10 m2Uon voters 
are going to tfiif polls ’for the first 
time. They are likely to cast then- 
ballots along religious lines rather 
than political ones. 

Political observers are exp- 
ecting the right-wing Urania Party 
to win the lion's share of toe vote. 
Its leader, the Oxford -educatdd 
Mr.-Sadiq el-Mahdi. is one of toe 
few contestants to have had pre- 
vious political experience, briefly 
as Prime Minister in the 1960s. 

He is bette r known however for 
carrying toe mantle of the rel- 
igious Ansar sect, passed down 
through the faraDy from his 
great-grandfather, who rose in 
rebel Sou against General Charles 
Gordon in 1883. 

The Mahdi. who claimed to be 
toe messianic figure awaited by 
Islamic true believers, is still a 
name to conjure with in Sudan. It 
was he who rebelled against toe 
domination of Egypt and Britain, 
an uprising which led to the death 
of Gen. Gordon and the sub- 
sequent fall of Khartoum — a reb- 
ellion which was not suppressed 
until the battle of Oradurman in 
1898. 

Politically, toe Ansar sect still 
stands for an Islamic Sudan ind- 
ependent of wider pan-Arab inf- 
luences and Egypt in particular. 
The opening of toe Urama party 
headquarters in January in Orad- 
urman was held on toe ann- 
iversary of the Mahdi's tri- 
umphant entry into Khartoum. 

While Mr. el-Mahdi. who has 
chosen Aba Island (given to his 
£am2y by Gen. Kitchener) as his 
constituency, is regarded as toe 
most likely candidate to be toe 
next Chilian head of state, it is 
generally thought he wQl lead- a 
coalition government, a point that 
Gen. Swarcddahab recently und- 
erlined. 

“Sadkq el-Mahdi is keen not to 
isolate the leftists. He wants them 
in Parliament as they can do more 
damage outside.” said a Kha- 
rtoum lawyer. The compromise 
arrangement is likely to include an 
unusual cross-section of political 
philosophies. 

The 40-year-old Communist 
Party, which won two seats in the 
last elections, is aligned with Mos- 
cow, but its leader, Mr. Mohamed 
Ibrahim Nugud. who has spent 
most of his political life und- 
erground. w21 probably agree to 
an alliance with Umma and the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP). 

The conservative DUP, led by 
Mr. Sharif el-Hindi, draws its sup- 
port from toe merchant middle 
class and is likely to be runner-up 
to Umma. It enjoys dose ties with 
Sudan's more conservative ben- 
efactors such as Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Egypt, as well as the 
United States. 

The Umma party, on the other 



hand, is known to have good rel- 
ations in toe past with Col. Mua- 
ramer Qadhaffi. the Libyan lea- 
der, who afforded party followers 
a base in his country when they 
opposed Mr. Numeiri. 

The wDd card in the political 
pack is toe fundamentalist Islamic 
National Front, formerly the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, which was res- 
ponsible for toe introduction of 
Sharia law under Mr. Numeiri. 
INF party leader Dr. Hassan Tur- 
abi was one of the chief advocates 
of toe more radical aspects of sha- 
ria. including the amputation of 
limbs as a punishment for theft. 

The party has dropped its old 
name in a bid to distance itself 


from the unpopular Numeiri leg- 
acy. The INF still retains support. 


especially among university stu- 
dents, the bureaucratic backbone 
of the former government and 
young array officers. 

The bewildering array of par- 
ties. from Arab nationalists to 
moderates, are, however, united 
on the two most crucial problems 
facing the country. They are imp- 
lacably opposed to the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund, which 
declared Sudan ineligible for aid 
early in March when it failed to 
meet a timetable to pay S252 mil- 
lion of debt arrears. 



Sadiq El Mahdi 


The IMF conditions of dev- 
aluation and lifting of price con- 
trols were largely responsible for 
Mr. Nuraeiri's downfall. Sudan is 
now cutoff from the aid needed to 
manage itsS9 billion external debt 
obligations and resuscitate an 
almost bankrupt economy. 

Almost all the parties are keen 
to sue for peace with toe Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA), which revived a rebellion 
in toe south against toe pre- 
dommantly Arab north in 1983. 
Col. John Garang. the SPLA lea- 
der, is provklg truculent, however. 

He has given short shrift to a 
series of government delegations 
despatched to his headquarters in 
neighbouring Ethiopia and is see- 
king greater economic benefits for 
the undeveloped south along with 
the repeal of sharia law. 

CoL Garang has stated that he 
w21 not take part in the for- 
thcoming elections, thus putting 
their credibility in doubt. His for- 
ces are quite capable of preven ting 
elections being held at all in much 
of toe south. 

Without a peace agreement, 
therefore, whatever government 
came to power would have to add- 
ress itself to toe reality of once 
again being identified as a pre- 
dominantly Arab, Muslim adm- 
inistration from the north facing 
an increasingly alienated south — 
Financial Times feature. 





U.S. press opinion: The Gulf of Sirte 


On March /.?. LLS. navy ships. sailed into Soviet territorial waters in the 
Black Sea provoking a strong protest from Moscow. Un March 24. 
U-V. Sixth Fleet ships sailed into Libya’s declared “ historical bay” of 
Sirte / see story on the legal status of the Gulf of Sirte). provoking a 
Libyan reaction. Following are excerpts from editorials of leading 
US. newspapers on March 26. 


available accounts, was efficient. 
If Russians were hit — at the mis- 
sile site, for instance — it was not 
because they had been ins- 
ufficiently warned. 


Los Angeles Times 

The right of international pas- 
sage affarts every maritime nat- 
ion. and the United States has 
been right in affirming that pri- 
nciple wherever it has been cha- 
llenged. So there was good reason 
for American warships once again 
to sa2 in recent days off toe Black 
Sea shore of the Soviet Union and 
to enter the Gulf of Sidra north of 
Libya. 

There were diplomatic protests 
from Moscow, but no interference 
with ships passing through toe 
Black Sea. But Col. Muammar 
Qadhafi, the Libyan leader, was 
not content with his claim of sov- 
ereignty over the high seas and 
unleashed, so it is reported, six 
missiles — presumably targeted 
against U.S. warplanes and Navy 
ships challenging his .daira. That 
act of aggression invited ret- 
aliation. 

The American response, as 
announced at the White House 
and the Pentagon, appeared to be 
measured and appropriate, str- 
iking at two rniss2e warships app- 
arently moving toward toe 6th 
Fleet, and also striking at the 
land-based missile battery from 
which at least some of the wea- 
pons used against American tar- 
gets had been fired. 

In those elements of toe conflict 


there appear to be broad issues of 
international law. of right and 
wrong, that give support" in pri- 
nciple to what the United States 
was affirming and that discredit 
QadhafTs resort to violence. 

The judgement of toe world 
may be coloured, however, by the 
very scale of the action that the 
United States undertook in toe 
Mediterranean.... 

The sudden escalation from 
confrontation to battle und- 
erscores the importance of action 
now to end the hostilities quickly, 
permanently, lest they spark a 
broader conflagration. The vio- 
lence measures the volatility of the 
Libyan leader. The United States 
can demonstrate, in the way it res- 
tores peace, its respect of a world 
ruled by law. 

Washington Post 

..As an operation measured in 
its own terms, the American act- 
ion was unexceptionable. The 
claim of free passage gave it full 
co lour of law . The amount of force 
that the United States mustered at 
the scene — a massive fleet of 
three carrier groups — was more 
than adequate to care for any con- 
ceivable contingency. The Ame- 
ricans determined that the Lib-, 
yans fired first. The response 
seems to have been proportional 
to toe attack. Execution, by the 


Nor can toe re be toe slightest 
doubt that, in the larger context of 
his flagrantly revolutionary int- 
ernational role. Col. Qadhafi ric- 
hly deserves any punishment vis- 
ited upon him. By his espousal of 
terrorism and subversion across a 
wide swath of nations, he has for- 
feited any fair claim to enjoying 
the privileges of the international 
community. 

Why is it then, that we and, we 
suspect a good number erf other 
Americans entertain misgivings 
about the operation? On our part 
it is because we are not sure the 
political aspects were as carefully 
planned as the military ones seem 
to have been.... 


What President Reagan may 
have intended as a measured com- 
euppance can too easily be rec- 
eived asa humiliation for which an 
avenging •‘justice” must be done. 
Col. Qadhafi cannot be treated as 
a rational actor who will take into 
account risks and costs in the Wes- 
tern manner. An American pre- 
sident cannot ignore con- 
s id era to ns of American pride and 
global responsibility: Nor can an 
American president ignore con- 
siderations of local passion. What 
happened in the Gulf of Sidra was 
an event in a sequence whose next 
developments are particularly 
uncertain. 


The New York Times 

Colonel Qadhafi' s "line of 
death” in the Gulf of Sidra is no 
longer a figure of speech. U.S. 
warplanes said to be the targets of 
Libyan missiles responded by att- 
acking toe missile site and sinking 
at least one Libyan patrol boat, 
with all han ds presumed dead. 

The two sides disagree on whether 
planes were downed but agree 
that toe missiles were fired. That 
suggests strongly that Libya's uns- 
table despot has provoked a hard, 
instant and just reprisal.... 

Lt>ya claims that its territorial 
waters encompass the entire Gulf 
of Sidra, well beyond the 12-mile 
limit accepted by the United Sta- 
tes. At the risk of angering the 
Libyan leader, toe U.S. Navy dec- 
ided to assert its navigational 
rights. It has crossed toe “line of 
death” seven times since 1981. 
and has operated in toe area 19 
times in that same period. In Jan- , 
uary, CoL Qadhafi vowed to pun- • 
ish toe next incursion into waters 
claimed by Libya. He recently 
acquired Soviet SA-5 missiles, 
which were apparently fired. 

For good reason, the Soviet 
Union has dealt warily with Col. ! 
Qadhafi. resisting his overtures 
for a friendship pact. It has not \ 
supported his claims to the gulf, 
though it has assaUed US. naval ' 
manoeuvres. Nothing would bet- 
ter aiit the colonel than to ent- 
angle his Russian patrons in his 
own quarrel with the United Sta- 
tes. At this point it should be the 
American purpose to keep this 
rithin hour ' 


conflict within bounds. 


On the legal status of the Gulf of Sirte 


WHILE toe United States Sixth 
Fleet last month sailed perilously 
close to Libya's Gulf of Sirte. as 
part of Washington’s response to 
alleged Libyan involvement in the 
terrorist attacks at Rome and Vie- 
nna airports in December. Ame- 
rican officials were dismissing Tri- 
poli’s claim that the Gulf forms 
pan of its territory. Washington 
insists that the Gulf is an int- 
ernational waterway, to which 
American warships should have 
unhindered access. 

Media reports of the crisis, 
however, showed a poor grasp of 
toe legal issues. Generally, waters 
immediately off a coast are either 
territorial or internal. The latter 
comprise bays less than 24 nau- 
tical miles across at their mouths, 
and toe state has absolute sov- 
ereignty. In territorial waters. 


which usually extend 12 miles off- 
shore. the state’s sovereignty is 
total, except that foreign ships 
have toe right of innocent passage. 

At its first meeting, in 1958. 
however, toe U.N. Conference on 
the Law of the Sea drew up a Con- 
vention which also recognised toe 
concept of “historic bays”, def- 
ining them as entities which exc- 
eed the size limits relating to int- 
ernal waters, and over which the 
coastal state, by virtue of tra- 
ditional use, exercises the same 
level of sovereignty as it does over 
interna! waters. 

Libya claims the Gulf of Sirte. 
not as part of its territorial or int- 
ernal waters, but as a historic bay. 
In its claim, dated Oct. 9, 1973. 
Tripoli asserted toat“torough his- 
tory and without any dispute, the 
Libyan Arab Republic has exe- 


rcised sovereignty over the Gulf.” 
The declaration also stated that 
Libyan sovereignty was essential 
for national security, and that 
ships of other states would not be 
allowed to enter the Gulf without 
prior permission. 


The claim was by no means uni- 
que. Well over fifty historic bays 
have been declared, including the 
Bristol Channel. Long* Island 
Sound, Hudson's Bay and Tun- 
isia’s Gulf of Gabes. 

Washington's objections to toe 
Libyan claim date from February 
1974. The United States argues 
that Libyan authority in toe- Gulf 
of Sirte has never been con- 
tinuous. recognised and effective. 


based fighters shot down two Lib- 
yan planes over toe waterway. 
Then, however, as in this year's 
crisis, Washington was' using its 
position oa navigation rights as a 
pretext. The real objective was to 
provoke an armed confrontation 
with Libya. 


U.S. claims regarding the Gulf 
were widely publicised in August 
1981, when American carrier- 


As Dr. Gerald Blake, a lecturer 
in political geography at Durham 
University, told the Bulletin: "If 
toe Americans were seriously int- 
erested in determining the legal 
status of toe Gulf of Sirte, rather 
than in putting pressure on Libya, 
they would take the matter to the 
International Court of Justice in 
The Hague. To my knowledge, do 
efforts have been made in that dir- 
ection" — Council for the Adv- 
ancement of Arab-British Und-. 
erstanding. 


China’s parliament to set seal on reformist policies 


By Mark O’NeUl 

Reuter 


PEKING — China's parliament 
opened an annual session on Tue- 
sday to place its sea! of approval 
on reformist leader Deng Xia- 
oping's five-year economic master 
plan. 

Nearly 3.000 delegates gatiher- 
ed in Peking's Great Hall of the 
People for the meeting of toe nat- 
ional people’s congress, which 
provides a forum for the rating 
Communist Party leaders to exp- 
lain their economic policies in det- 
a2. 

The congress always approves 
measures placed before it by party 


leaders — usually unanimously — 
but Western diplomats say it gives 
provincial delegates an opp- 
ortunity to air their views, even if 
only in closed session. 

• Premier Thao Ziyang. one of 
Deng's proteges, is expected to 
confirm wide-ranging reforms 
aimed at a further shake-up of 
China's inefficient economy in a 
major speech on the five-year 
economic plan for 1986-1990. 

In a special article on the con- 
gress, toe official weekly magazine 
Peking. Review said on March 23 
that invigorating China's “ossified 
economic structure” was an ard- 
uous and complex job. 

The reforms, introduced gra- 


dually since Deng regained con- 
, trol of the Communist Party in 
1979, have led to rapid increases 
in living standards and pro- 
duction. especially of farm goods. 

They also resulted in price inc- 
reases that last year were toe hig- 
hest for 30 years, a record trade 
deficit, plunging foreign exchange 
reserves, and runaway growth that 
severely strained an economy 
short of power and raw materials. 

The Peking Review said that 
under the new five-year economic 
plan, China would aim for an ann- 
ual growth rate of seven per cent, 
down fromlO per cent since 1980. 

It said tire plan would con- 
centrate on making factories more 


accountable by dismantling to 
id ori- 


create more market-related pri- 
ces. 

"I expect no major policy sur- 
prises or changes in personnel at 
the congress." a Western diplomat 
said. 

■‘It will give in more detaU pol- 
icies outlined at a conference of 
the Communist Party last Sep- 
tember.” 

The September conference rep- 
laced dozens of elderly cadres with 
younger Dengist candidates. It 
also beard the dissenting voice of 
veteran leader Chen Yun hit out at 
excessive economic growth, neg- 
lect of grain production and rising 
corruption. 


i '* ‘ 
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Northern Jordan Valley excavations provide evidence of 
cultural exchanges with southern Syria 6,000 years ago 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan 'Klmts 

FOR those who may have won- 
; aered about what kinds of cultural - 
.exchanges took place between 
northern Jordan and southern 
Syria 6,000 years ago, some ans- 
; wers have started to come in from 
the small town of North Shouneh, 
:at the northern end of the Jordan 
I Valley. 

’ Jhe American scholar Carrie 
: Ellen Gustavson-Gaube, who 
: completed two seasons of rescue 
: excavations in 1984 and 1985 at 
the remnants of Tell North Sho- 
uneh , has started to piece together 
some parts of the puzzle of reg- 
ional cultural influences in this 
region during the 5th/4th Mil- 
lennia B.C. 

: This was during the long tra- 
: nsition period horn the Pottery 
Neolithic B/Chalcolithic eras into 
^the Early Bronze Age 1, when 
■^humankind’s early year-round, 
'settled farming villages gradually 
; developed into the ■“proto-urban” 
rstage that in turn gave rise to pro- 
sper walled towns during the Early 
r-Bronze Age. 

: Mrs. Gustavson-Gaube. com- 
ipletmg her doctoral dissertation at 
|the University of Toronto. Can- 
ada. is a specialist in the Late 
■Neolithic'Chalcolithic period in 
-the Near East, with a particular 
:interest in the questions of cer- 
amic distribution between con- 
temporary cultures. 

She has now documented some 
*1,000 years of nearly continuous 
settlement at Tell North Sbouneh 
'—from the late 5th Millennium to 
'the late 4th Millennium — and has 
traced how new pottery forms and 
[decorative techniques from sou- 
•thern Syria gradually influenced, 
[and ultimately totally dominated.* 
The traditions of the northem-Jor- 
dan Valley potters. 

Sadly, there is not much left to 
see of Tell North Shouneh. should 
you pass through this bustling lit- 
tle community at the northern end 
of the valley, at the junction of the 
main valley highway and the road 
from Irbid. 

When it was first identified 
1953 as an important arc- 
haeological site. Tell North Sho- 
uneh measured nearly a kilometre 
long by 100-150 metres wide, and 
stood almost ten metres high. 
Since then, construction activity 


and the expansion of North Sho- 
uneh town have destroyed or cov- 
ered up most of the tell. 

While ancient pottery sherds 
are still found throughout the 
town, only about a 45x5Q-metre 
and six- metre-high segment of the 
tell remains intact, now located in 
the middle of the bus stop and next 
to the mosque. 

Hassan Abu’ Awad of the Dep- 
artment of Antiquities discovered 
the site in January 1953 and con- 
ducted a brief soodage covering 
nine square metres. The results, 
published by Henri dc Contensoo 
in 1960, showed this to be a large, 
rich settlement predominantly 
hoi the Middle Cbalcolithitf 
Early Bronze I and 11 period, with 
a thin Ayyubid/Mamluke occ- 
upation. Some two decades later, 
the 1975/76 Jordan Valley survey 
team headed by James Sauer, 
Kheir Yassine and Moawiyah Ibr- 
ahim also visited the site, and ide- 
ntified pottery from the 
Neolithic/Chalcolithic. Early 
Bronze and Ayyubid/Mamluke 
periods. 

After yet another decade. Mrs. 
Gustavson-Gaube conducted her 
two seasons of excavation, spo- 
nsored by the University of 
Tubingen/bFG. Yarraouk Uni- 
versity and the Jordanian Dep- 
artment of Antiquities. She com- 
piled a well stratified sequence of 
pottery spanning the Pottery Neo- 
lithic B/Late Chalcolithic- 
to-Early Bronze Age 1 transition 
period in the north Jordan Valley, 
with possible EB II sherds in some 
areas. She exposed 77 square met- 
res of the tell, in some areas exc- 
avating through 4.3 metres of occ- 
upational levels from the 5th/4th 
Millennia B.C. 

She documented a compact anc- 
ient occupational sequence of alt- 
ernating. partially-exposed rooms 
and associated floors, courtyards, 
work surfaces, pits.fills.and ash or 
refuse layers. The earliest Pottery 
Neolithic B/Chalcolithic occ- 
upation was represented by some 
pits and possible post-holes dug 
into the natural alluvium. 

Above this level were the rem- 
ains of a mud-brick wall that for- 
med part of a multi-room bouse 
with an associated courtyard, suc- 
ceeded by levels which produced a 
house with a sunken white- 
plastered floor, enclosed by 
mud-brick walls. 

Outside the Chalcolithic set- 


tlements’ domestic buildings were 
open-air work areas, with a var- 
iety of day-lined pits, cobbled, 
gravel or clay pavements, and 
stone-lined fire rings. Late Cha- 
loolithic occupations were rep- 
resented by a rapid succession of 
beatea earth and plastered floors, 
associated with rectilinear rooms 
of raudbrick walls on stone fou- 
ndations. 

■ By the Early Bronze Age I, the 
settlement boasted more sub- 
stantial buildings of several rooms 
each. One building, constructed of 
large mud-bricks on stone fou- 
ndations, had 1.2-metre-thick 
walls and associated beaten earth 
and white-plastered floors. Two 
oval hearths, or ovens, on an out- 
door burned surface suggest this 
large building was used for dom- 
estic purposes. The last EB I level 
included the remains of a chipped 
stone surface associated with a 
1.88-metre-wide basalt wall. 

Fragments of eroded copper 
and slag found in a pit, alongside 
unusual chaff-tempered small dis- 
hes and rectilinear vessels, may 
have been left by Tell North Sho- 
uneh craftsmen who practised 
smalls-scale metallurgy.* 

The lithics indicate a thriving 
ancient flint industry, and include 
arrowheads, burins, knives, scr- 
apers, blades, retouched flakes, 
sickles, borers and notches. 

The few other recovered cul- 
tural artifacts were several finely 
worked bone awls, a few small 
bone points, basalt grinding sto- 
nes, simple stone rings and beads, 
fragments of ground basalt bowls, 
mortars and pestles, and a single, 
simple clay animal figurine. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy 
result of the 1984/85 excavations 
was the fine sequence of pottery 
that has helped clarify the pattern 
of cultural development in. and 
influences between, successive 
communities in the north Jordan 
Valley and southern Syria during 
the 5th/4th Millennia B.C. When 
she started the dig. Mrs, 
Gustavson-Gaube wanted to shed 
lighten the possible links between 
similar pottery shapes and dec- 
orations that appeared at Tell 
North Shouneh around 4000 
B.C.. but which had appeared in 
southern Syria as much as 500 
years earlier. 

The North Shouneh pottery 
sequence is distinguished by toe 
introduction and subsequent dis- 
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View of stratigraphic sondage at Tell North Sbouneh, looking East 


North Shouneh village, looking West over Jordan Valley. Area of excavation located immediately west 
of the mosque 

continuation of four distinct - 1 ■ 

wares: a geometric painted ware. 

“dark-faced burnished ware.” 

“Esdraelon ware,” and “band- 
slipped ware.” There is a striking - j, * 
similarity between the red- .. 
slipped, band-decorated tec- 
hniques of the early 4th Mil- 
lennium Chalcolithic potters of 

North Shouneh. and those of the jL* *"* " v ^ Hgn - JM| 

mid-to-late 5th Millennium pot- Br" • _ ' flPSJfp 

ters at the southern Syrian sites of Hm 3 . 

Tellel-KhazzarniandTdlRaraad. Wr v <. *“ 

near Damascus. W ■ j ' 

In both areas and eras, the pot- ■ ’ " v “ ^ ^ 

ters produced a similar general . - “■ • „ 

range of pots, which they covered ^ 1 . ■ 

with a red slip and decorated pre- \ \ . — 

ferably with applied rope-like .. — 

bands or horizontal incised bands. . . \ ‘ r . 

Based on her preliminary cer- jh?. \ \ ^ r - , ■ 

amic analyses and comparative 
dating. Mrs. Gustavson-Gaube 

hypothesises that the local Tell .. 

North Shouneh/north Jordan Val- 
ley pottery tradition around 4000 
B.C. was influenced by southern 
Syrian pottery traditions that may 
have developed as much as 500 
years earlier. 

Gradually, the Pottery Neo- M HVHM 

lithic B/Chalcolithic indigenous ^ ^ 

pottery tradition at Tell North ..jJHp 

Shouneh was influenced, and ult- Hfc ^ 

imately replaced, by the southern pHL 

Syrian tradition. The “Esdraelon rw, , t ;'*%?. J 

wares” were then introduced into f ” / / A r- X 

the North Shouneh assemblage. f ™ . . _ “ . 

possibly as early as 3500 B.C.; and . .Workers during a rest break at Tell North Shouneh dig. Foundations 
finally, by around 3000 B.C.. of early period 5tii/4th Millennium dwelfing are visible in foreground 

'5^^ n 7 3r !. S .u were - n< ? In 11 ; local development of what we' was for around 1 ,000 years, uni 

label the Early Bronze I.” went out of existence for reas 

- t 1 P ^ e a } oa *. The site's ancient occupation that we can only guess ab 

t uition Of over perhaps 1.000 years, from today, 

mo* -t*. a s 1 ip pe / ^ j ate MUlenniura to the late In life and agriculture, thou 

WareS ' ■ . , - 4th Millennium B.C., was largely nothing is forever. For the site i 

Ba -ed on the chansons bet- due to its totio n. r«.ccupied during the Ayrol 

ween the North Shouneh and sou- . . \ . , ° . . 

them Syrian wares. Mrs. The site is on the north side of Maraluke period, when the val 

Gustavson-Gaube feels the date Wadi Ar °b, the perennial stream ^Pported a thriving sugar c: 

of the earliest Dotterv at Tell thatentersthe valley from the eas- industry, and has come to 

North Shouneh could ’be pushed J ern P Iateau around Irtlkl - h this century - wl 

back to the late 5th MDlennium l * “bout three kilome- the valley has once again revr 

B ,C . — thereby slightly closing the tres easl of the Jor - asa major agricultural product 

time gap between the Chalcolithic dan River * four kilometres centre - 

pottery of southern Syria and of south-east of the confluence of the 

northern Jordan. Jordan and Yarmouk rivers. 

She suggests, finally, that the The ancient settlement strad- 
North Sbouneh potteiy”ispartof died one of the few natural com- 
a general northern Jordan Valley, munication routes linking south 
possibly northern Jordan, cultural Syria/north Transjordan with Pal- 
assemblage. assimilating and tra- cstine and the Mediterranean 
nsforming traditions borrowed coast. The surrounding fertile land 
from their northern neighbours and the Wadi Arab's waters made 
and continuing onwards, albeit this an ideal site for a substantial 
unwittingly, to contribute to the early fanning village — which it 



local development of what we' 
label the Early Bronze I." 

The site's ancient occupation 
over perhaps 1.000 years, from 
the late 5tb Millennium to the late 
4th Millennium B.C., was largely 
due to its. location. 

The site is on the north side of 
Wadi Arab, the perennial stream 
thatentersthe valley from the eas- 
tern plateau around Irbid. It 
is about three kilome- 
tres east of the Jor- 
dan River, and four kilometres 
south-east of the confluence of the 
Jordan and Yarmouk rivers. 

The ancient settlement strad- 
dled one of the few natural com- 
munication routes linking south 
Syria/north Transjordan with Pal- 
estine and the Mediterranean 
coast. The surrounding fertile land 
and the Wadi Arab's waters made 
this an ideal site for a substantial 
early farming village — ■ which it 


was for around 1 ,000 years, until it 
went out of existence for reasons 
that we can only guess about 
today. 

In life and agriculture, though, 
nothing is forever. For the site was 
rcoccupied during the Ayyubid/ 
Mamluke period, when the valley 
supported a thriving sugar cane 
industry, and has come to life 
again during this century — when 
the valley has once again revived 
as a major agricultural production 
centre. 


Hello love, ! am stuck in traffic 

CARS look nicer these days in Amman. Most of them have a 
new small antenna with, an orange round top; some have it 
on the centre of the trunk, others on the right or left of the 
rear and some have It even on the roof. 

'Jhe antenna swfcigs majestically with the wind. 

That little thing, you must have guessed, is the antenna of 
the earphone. 

Now that the price of installing a earphone has dropped 
from JD 3,000 to JD1.000, the general feeling is that one 
cannot live without It. Ata red traffic fight or even along the 
road, take a look right dr left and more often than not you 
wfll fin d a driver, with a serious look, with one hand on the 
during wheel and the other holding the telephone. 

The phenomenon is not news anymore; It is considered a 
common fact and part erf life. 

People explain that they have to have a phone in their 
cars, because “one needs it desperately, you sec.” 1 agree 
that it is Important for doctors, politicians and people hol- 
ding important business jobs, to own a earphone, although 
my. editor does not agree, for I believe that In cases of 
emergency one can reach them easier if they were in the 
“earphone directory.’ 1 

But of course, a earphone has become something more 
than that in A mman . It is a fashion and status symbol. 
Added to a lot of other show-off gear, it looks great, you see, 
to drive a car decorated with that small antenna. 

A woman friend explained to me how thrilled she was 
since her husband agreed to instal one in her car. As this 
friend j a very sweet lady, do not work but spends most of her 
time visiting acquaintances, I could’nt but ask her: What 
made her think she needed a earphone? 

She looked at me with an expression of surprise. “But you 
don’t have to need something to acquire it," she asserted. 
“The real pleasure is In getting thing s you don’t need. 
Anyhow, yesterday on my way to my parents, 1 had to call 
home because I had forgotten to turn off the radio in my 
bedroom." 


Calling for revision of planning methods 

Regional Planning and Development in Rural Communities: A 
Case Study of Jordan, by Mohammed M. Al-Saqour. Amman: 
Shukayr & Akasbeh, 1986, pp. 304 

IN this book, the author entertains the main hypothesis, that 
comprehensive regional planning has greater capability than con- 
ventional planning in achieving socio-economic development and 
the satisfaction of social and psychological needs in rural life. It 
also contributes more to the reduction of social inequality as a 
factor in rural underdevelopment. Derived from this general hyp- 
othesis are eleven specific hypotheses to be tested empirically: 
agricultural productivity, cultivated land, educational ach- 
ievement. perception of rural development, social identification, 
social participation in voluntary associations, occupational mob- 
ility, educational mobility, knowledge of local affairs, benefit 
from agricultural services and rural housing, and income ine- 
quality. 

Data sources include official statistics, a field survey, and int- 
erviews with regional officials. The unit of analysis for testing the 
hypotheses is the eastern part of the Jordan Valley. The field 
survey involved a random sample of farmers, drawn as a multi- 
stage probability sample witfrasize (N — 270) of all male heads of 
households and a mean age of 43.3 years. The data was collected 
by the use of an interview schedule. In addition, a serai-structured 
questionnaire was administered to 29 high-ranking regional off- 
icials. 

It is concluded that comprehensive regional planning appears 
to be at its best in inducing an appreciable change in the material 
domains of rural life and is in need of additional strategies in order 
to achieve active participation in derision-making and community 
affairs. Furthermore, it seems to affect consistent and genuine 
changes over a period of several years without relapse. 

It is recommended, inter alia, that the content and methods of 
comprehensive regional planning should be revised to allow gre- 
ater emphasis on tiie social dimensions, as well as on introducing 
changes in the behaviour of farmers. Closely related to this sug- 
gestion is the recommendation of “villagisatioD" of rural life. 
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U.S. attacks continue to draw world criticism 


(Continued from page J) 

refrain from the threat or use of 
force in the Gulf of Sirte. 

Pope John Paul said he was 
worried about events in the Med- 
iterranean and urged a prompt 
solution to the UJS.-Libyan con- 
frontation. 

“Public opinion is following 
with anxiety and concern the news 
of events in the Mediterranean.” 
-the Pope said at the dose of his 
weekly general audience. 

“I, too, am worried and I pray 
that the crisis may find a prompt, 
reasonable and peaceful solution. 
We all have a great desire for 
■peace. We all feel a great need of 
peace.” 

- About 8,000 students staged 
anti-American rallies in Milan and 
■Rome, urging the United States to 
stop its “aggression" against 
L-ibya. 

A U.S. flag was set afire by a 
group demonstrators during a 
rally by 3,000 youths in downtown 
Rome. 

In Milan, about 5,000 paraded 
outside foe U.S. consulate, sho- 
uting anti-American slogans. 

Some posters read “Yankees go 
home,” “Stop aggression in foe 
Mediterranean” and “stop war for 
a future of peace-" . 

Australia joined Britain and 
Israel in supporting foe U.S. act- 
ion against Libya but urged res- 
traint by Washington. 

“Clearly situation could 
lend itself to escalation and calls 
for a balance between protection 
by the United States of its forces 
and its interests on foe one hand 


and restraint on foe other," For- 
eign Minister Bill Hayden said. 

A Soviet commentator warned 
on Wednesday that the U.S. clash 
with Libyan forces ”s a direct thr- 
eat to world peace ” but there was 
no hint whether or how Moscow 
would respond to foe American 
confrontation with the Kremlin’s 
ally. 

US. embassy spokesman Jar- 
os! av Vemer said the US .-Libyan 
clash had been discussed in dip- 
lomatic contacts between Was- 
hington and Moscow, but said he 
could give no details. 

Moscow has forcefully den- 
ounced the U.S. strikes at Libyan 
targets. Soviet accounts have not 


repeated statements by the Pen- 
tagon that foe base contained 
Soviet-made SA-5 and SA-2 
missiles or given any indication 
whether Soviet personnel were on 
the base that was hit. 

A commentator for the gov- 
ernment news agency Novosti said 
Wednesday that the U.S. -Libyan 
clash shows the United States pre- 
fers military force over all other 
means when -deciding “foe des- 
tinies of other nations.” 

The Novosti comment said it 
appeared that some unidentified 
people in Washington “regard 
Moscow's goodwill and readiness 
by joint efforts to normalise foe 


international situation and to wipe 
out crisis spots, as a 'weakness' of 
foe Soviet Union. 

“This is a dangerous delusion. 
The US. armed pro vocation off 
the coasts of Libya is a direct thr- 
eat to world peace. 

“The U.S. administration will 
bear all responsibility for the 
grave consequences of its latest 
military adventure in the Middle 
East,” Novosti said. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry, 
occusing the United States of thr- 
eatening Libya, said the Ame- 
rican action had “violated the 
norms governing international 
relations." 


A ministry spokesman told a 
press briefing: “Since the beg- 
inning of this year, foe U.S. navy 
has held frequent military exe- 
rcises, subjecting Libya to military 
threats and increasing tension in 
the Mediterranean Sea." 

The spokesman said the U.S. 
attack on foe Libyan missile site 
was “in violation of the norms 
governing international relations. 
The Chinese government opposes 
such actions." • 

Neutral Austria expressed deep 
concern over the events in foe' 
Mediterranean and called on par- 
ties in the conflict to avoid a rep- 
etition of mSitary action. 


Libya says most Arab states support Qadhafi 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Libyan news agency JANA 
quoted King Fahd of Saudi Ara- 
bia, in 'a telephone conversation 
with Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi on Tuesday, as saying 
that Saudi Arabia “put all its res- 
ources at foe disposal of the Lib- 
yan people” in their defence aga- 
inst foe Americans. 

Nayef Hawatmeh, head of foe 
Damascus-based Democratic 
Front for Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), said in a cable to Col. 
Qadhafi that “we put all our fin- 
ancial and military resources at 
foe disposal of foe Libyan peo- 
ple” JANA said. 

The DFLP, along with the Int- 
ernational Federation of Labour 
unions in foe Arab World, called 


for an Arab boycott of U.S. goods 
and services. 

The “Fateh Revolutionary 
CbimriT of Abu Nidal, an ext- 
remist Palestinian group, thr- 
eatened to attack United States 
targets anywhere in retaliation for 
foe U.S. attacks on Libya. 

The statement, issued in Dam- 
ascus, denounced the "abo- 
minable American aggression." 
against Libya warning that “any- 
thing American has become from 
now on a target for our rev- 
olutionaries." 

JANA quoted George Habash, 
leader of foe Popular F ro nt for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), as 
saying in a statement issued in 
Tripoli that “the battle is not 
Libya's alone but is a battle of all 
foe honest, progressive and liberal 


people throughout foe world.” 

Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) 
reported that Kuwait condemned 
foe American "aggression" aga- 
inst Libya and called oh both par- 
ties to refrain from any military or 
political escalation of foe sit- 
uation. 

"Kuwait, because of its pri- 
ncipled and avowed attitudes tow- 
ard Arab solidarity, denounces 
this aggression and reiterates foe 
con tents of the resolution adopted 
in Tunisia yesterday by the Arab 
League Council which reflects foe 
collective Arab stand towards this 
issue" foe agency said quoting 
what it described as an aut- 
horitative Kuwaiti source. 

The 21 -nation Arab League 
Council has condemned “foe 
American aggression against 


Libya" and called for immediate 
withdrawal of foe UJS. Sixth Fleet 
from foe Gulf of Sirte. 

"Kuwait hopes that events win 
not develop in such a manner that 
entails any military or political 
escalation." the source quoted by 
KUNA aided. 

Iran’s president and prime min- 
ister both pledged full support for 
Libya in its confrontation with the 
United States and discussed coo- 
rdination between the two cou- 
ntries. Iran's official Islamic Rep- 
ublic News Agency (ERN A) rep- 
orted. 

President Ali Khamenei cabled 
Col. Qadhafi to express his gov- 
ernment's support for “the hon- 
ourable* resistance of the Libyan 
people against US. aggression." 
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Top Soviet gymnastics officials 
accused of stealing, drunkenness 


MOSCOW (R) — A serious scandal erupted in Sov- 
iet gymnastics Wednesday when several top officials 
were accused of a series of fallings from drunkenness 
to stealing the Athletes’ food. 


An article in tile daily Sov- 
etskaya Rossiya also said that 
World Champion Dmitry 
Buozerchey had been drunk when 
be broke his leg-while driving last 
year and was subsequently barred 
from the national team. 

Much of the criticism was aimed 
at Yuri Titov, the head of the 
Gy m nastics Depar tm ent of the 
State Sports Committee, and a 
senior figure in the International 
Federation of Gymanstics. 

It accused him of r unning a vir- 
tual ctictactorship in Soviet gym- 


nastics. deciding all questions 
hims elf and suppressing any att- 
empt to criticise him. 

Andrei Radionenko. coach of 
the Soviet national team which 
dominated last November’s world 
championships in Montreal, was 
named as being involved in the 
food-stealing scandal. 

The article was by Viktor Sflin, 
secretary of the Soviet Gymnastics 
Federation, who said he was tur- 
ning to the press because leading 
officials in the sport were not tak- 


ing action to dean it up. 

He referred to the need for 
‘■glasnost” (publicity), a key word 
in Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s campaign for more ope-, 
nness and public criticism of faults 
in Soviet society. 

Sflin said that during training 
for the Montreal Championships, 
BUozerchev had asked for per- 
mission to drive in his car bom 
fr aming camp outside MOSCOW to 
his home in the city. This was 
given, though strictly against reg- 
ulations. 

Hie took three other gymnasts 
with him and on the return jou- 
rney drove into a post, breaking 
his own leg and injuring two of the 
others, M. Kokorin and O. Kap- 
etov. The world and European 


champion was found to be drunk, 
Silm said. 

Despite this, Bflozerchey was 
induded in a list of candidates for 
the Soviet team drawn up recently 
by Titov. Only after protests from 
the federation were he and his col- 
leagues, who were also drunk, 
banned from representing the 
country. 

Sflm said he was part of a com- 
mission which investigated reports 
that food meant for the gymnasts 
at the Ozero Krugloye Training 
Camp was being stolen. 

Searching the refrigerator in the 
room of the women’s team doctor, 
L. Kravchenko, they had dis- 
covered jars of caviar, sardines, 
condensed milk: and sausage. 


Wilkins gives Cavaliers 
a touch of indigestion 


NEW YORK (AP) — Dominique 
! Wilkins, who missed Atlanta’s 
previous game because of food 
poisoning, returned to action and 
gave the Cleveland Cavaliers a 
touch of indigestion. 

The NBA's second-leading sco- 
rer tallied 34 of his 36 points in the 
first three quarters as the Hawks 
defeated the Cleveland Cavaliers 
97-91 Tuesday nigh t. The setback 
sliced Gevelancf s lead in the race 
for the final Eastern Conference 
Playoff spot to 1-2 games over 
Chicago, which defeated New 
York 111-98, and Indiana, which 
was idle. 

Wilkins scored 22 points as the 
Hawks took a 51-40 halftime lead 
and added 12 in the third period as 
Atlanta led 79-67. After Cliff Lev- 
ingston put the Hawks ahead 
81-67 with a basket off a rebound, 
Cleveland scored 10 straight poi- 
nts, cutting its deficit to 81 -77 with 
8:20 remaining. 

“Kings 116, Trail Blazers "99 
Reggie Theus scored IS points 
and dished out 1 7 assists-, the most 
for the Kings in the last 13 sea- 
sons. Terry Tyler and Larry Drew 
also had 18 points each for Sac- 
ramento, which moved into fifth 
place, one-half game ahead of San 
Antonio in the Midwest Divison. 

Lakers 121, Nuggets 115 

James Worthy scored 1 1 of his 
30 points in the final seven min- 
utes as the Lakers ended Denver’s 
three-game winning streak over 
the defending NBA champions. 
The Nuggets still won the season 
series 3-2, the only team besides 
-Boston to daim that distinction. 

Bucks 118, Nets 105 

Craig Hodges scored 24 points 
and Sidney Moncrief added 22 in 


leading Milwaukee to its fifth con- 
secutive triumph. The Bucks took 
control of the game at the beg- 
inning of the fourth quarter when 
they outscored the Nets 10-5 for 
an 86-8 1 lead with 8:44 remaining 
on a long jumper by Hodges. Alb- 
ert King led New Jersey with 34 
points and Terry Cummings 
added 20 for the Bucks. 

Warriors 125, Pistons 121. 

Joe Barry Carroll scored 24 
points, Terry Teagle 23 and Eric 
Floyd 21 as Golden State won for 
the fifth time in six games in a 
late-season battle to escape from 
last {dace in the Pacific Division. 

Bulls 111, Knicks 98 
Orlando Woo fridge scored 22 
points, Gene Banks added 20 and 
Michael Jordan had 19 as n-nVag n 
snapped a five-game losing streak. 
The Bulls, who had a- 14-4 run late 
in the first half , put together a 
14-6 spurt at the start of the sec- 
ond half to take a 66-55 lead. A 
three-point goal by Kyle Macy 
early in the fourth quarter made it 
85-72 and the Bulls coasted the 
rest of the way. 

Syrian tennis 
team to arrive 
in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Syrian 
national tennis team is due here 
Friday cm a visit to JordafTHuxing 
which the team will play three fri- 
ehdly matches with the Jordanian 
team. This is in preparation for the 
Asian Amateurs Championship 
which is scheduled to be held in 
Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia, earlier 
next month. 
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CENTRAL TENDER 
No. 5/86 

Construction of the compulsory schools/ The Sixth 
Education Project. 

The contractors who had been qualified previously for 
the Sixth Education Project and willing to participate 
in the following bid are requested to get bid doc- 
uments from the project directorate, Ministry of Edu- 
cation from 22/3/1986 with the following conditions:- 

1. The Sixth Education Project is partially financed by 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Dev- 
elopment, and the compulsory schools were divided 
into ten groups and this tender buildings constitute 
the tenth group, which is the last group. 

2. Description of the announced tender: 

No. 5/86 which include the construction of com- 
pulsory schools at the following sites: 

Madaba, Al Jameel with an approximate area of 
8180 m 2 . 

3. Prices of the documents and tender bond as follow: 


Tender No. Price Tender Bond 

5/86 JD 250 JD 30,000 

4. Last date for receiving copy of tender is 3/5/1986. 

5. Last date of submission of offers is 12 O'clock 

10/5/1986 at the Department of Government Ten- 
der Directorate. 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director of the Government Tendering Directorate. 


English soccer chief says 
club ban should remain 


LONDON (AP) — The time “is 
not yet ripe” for En glish soccer 
dubs to tty to lift the Dan against 
their competing in Europe, the 
head of the sport’s national gov- 
erning body says. 

The ban was imposed after riots 
at last year’s European Cup cha- 
mpionship in Brussels between 
Liverpool and Juyentus of Turin, 
Italy, that left 39 people dead. 

Bert MflEdup, chairman of the' 
Football Association, said he had 
no plans to ask the governing 
board of UEFA, the world soccer 
body, to remove the ban when it 
meets in Lisbon next month. 

“In my personal opinion, the 
time is not yet ripe ,” MilHchip said 
in an interview with the Press Ass- 
ociation, Britain's national news 
agency. 

“I am sure there will be pressure 
on the FA, from the dubs who 
succeed this season, to pursue 
their entry (into European com- 
petition). We will have to think 
very carefully about the situation . 

’.'Others have differing opinions 
so our attitude as a body is not 
certain, but for myself I would 
sooner we waited a little longer.” 

A report released earlier this 
month said English dubs would 


lose £2.5 million, or about $3.75 
million, this year because of the 
ban. 

“I know there is financial pre- 
ssure on the dubs, boh just ima- 
gine the damage if we returned 
and there was further trouble,” 
Mil fi chip said . “If UEFA invite us 
back then the decision and any 
consequences are theirs.” 

MilHchip said his contacts with 
soccer officials from around Eur- 
ope had found “a lot of sympathy” 
for the English dubs, “but that is 
not the same as a desire to lift the 
ban on our dubs.” 

Millichip was in Tbilisi, USSR, 
where the English national team 
was to play the Soviet Union in a 
World Cup warmup match. 

John Smith, team chairman of 
Liverpool, agreed with Millichip . 

“We need a long enough period 
out of Europe to beat the hold of 
people who travel abroad for vio- 
lent purposes,” Smith said. 

“An early return would inflict 
irreparable Hamapi on our game 
'in the long term, there would cer- 
tainly be more trouble and we 
could be thrown out forever. I 
think the ban should last for three 


seasons. 

Becker beats Leach for I st 
round victory in Chicago 


CHICAGO (R) — A lot of people 
would fed perfectly secure if they 
earned $625,757 in their 18th 
year, but Boris Becker lost some 
security in Brussels last week and 
he was glad to recover it in Chi- 
cago. 

“I feel secure again,” said West 
Germany's 18-year-old red- 
haired Wimbledon champion 
Tuesday after he breezed to a 6-3 
6-1 first-round victory over Ame- 
rican Mike Leach in the $315,000 
Chicago Grand Prix men’s tennis 
tournament. 

“I didn't miss many easy shots,” 
he said. 


Becker was upset last week in 
the first round of die Brussels tou- - 
mament. As a result he said, “I 
practised very much fora few days 
and I applied for a wild card entry 
into this tournament.” 

In other words, Becker wanted 
to prove as quickly as possible that 
his first-round loss was a fluke. 

Becker grinned when he was 
asked bow he had improved his 
performance over his showing of 
last week. 

“It was pretty easy to improve 
over the way I played in Brussels,” 
he said. “I hit my volleys better 
tonight." 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

1) Three bedrooms, sitting and dining room. 

2) Two bedrooms, sitting and dining room. 

3) One bedroom with small sitting room. 

Ail flats are carpeted and centrally heated with tel- 
ephone. 

Location : Jabal Amman, walking distance from Third 

Circle 

Tel: 642643 


FOR RENT 

Semi detached house with garden, garage and tel- 
ephone, three bedrooms, three bathrooms. Dhahiyat 
Rashid Area. Available immediately. 

If interested please call 369601 


STELLUNGSGESUCH - 

Jordanier, 45j., sucht stellung als fahrer/ 
administrativer gehilfe. 

15 jahre Deutschland, selt 6 jahren bei Deutschen fir- 
men in Jordanien beschaeftigt. 

Sprachenr.Deutsch, Englisch, Arabisch. 

Bitte an rut unter nummer 813922 


London 
police hold 
6, seize 
hooligan 
weapons 

LONDON (AP) - Police arr- 
ested six people and seized an ars- 
enal of knives, crossbows and 
other weapons Wednesday in 
-raids aimed at soccerfan violence. 

Scotland Yard said the raids, 
code-named Operation Own 
Goal, capped an “intense int- 
elligence operation” by police in 
the F ulham section of London, 
which began last November. 

The investigation, using more 
than 40 undercover officers tra- 
velling with fans of the top- 
division Chelsea Club, det- 
ermined “that football- related 
violence was being organised on a 
major scale by certain ind- 
ividuals," according to a Scotland 
Yard statement 

Seven homes in London and 
surrounding counties were raided 
early Wednesday, the statement 
said. The raiders found swi- 
tchblade and fixed-blade knives, 
crossbows, daggers, clubs, iron 
bars, scalpel blades and a set of 
spiked brass knuckles, according 
to authorities. 

Also found was literature sup- 
porting the National Front, an ext- 
reme right-wing political group, 
Scotland Yard said. 

Those arrested were being que- 
stioned by police . No charges were 
immediately filed. 

Police Supt. Mike Hedge said 
the investigation was aided by 
cooperation across England, as 
well from Chelsea team officials. 

“The improved arrangements 
for tiie flow of intelligence cov- 
ering hooligans has been a positive 
benefit both in relation to this 
operation and in the curtailing of 
hooliganism this season gen- 
erally” Hedges said. 


Lloyd, 
Navratilova, 
Garrison and 
Shriver named 
to U.S. team 

NEW YORK (R) — Martina 
Navratilova, Chris Evert Lloyd, 
Zina Garrison and Pam Shriver 
have been named to the U5. Fed- 
eration Clip tennis team which will 
compete in Prague next July, the 
•US. Tennis Association has ann- 
ounced. 

Lloyd, who has won 42 cup 
matches, including 28 singles and 
14 doubles, has tok only one cup 
match, a doubles final in 1977. 
Navratilova has a 5-0 record in 
cup play. 

The inclusion of Navratilova, 
the top-ranked player in the 
world, and Lloyd marks the first 
time since 1982 that the top two 
players in the world will compete 
in the Federation Cop. 

Czechoslovakia won die cup 
last year. 


New blood threatens Brazilian stars 


By Sergio Leftao 

Reuter 

RIO D£ JANEIRO - Two Bra- 
zilian 20-year-olds who read the 
Bible and brand rock tf roll as the 
devil's mask: could explode on to 
the international football scene in 
the World Cup in Mexico. 

Midfielder Silas and striker 
Muller — who takes his name 
from West German Gerd Mueller 
— may lack the experience of Soc- 
rates, Eder and Falcao but their 
talent, youth and physical fitness 
could leave a couple of big names 
wa tehing the action from the sub- 
stitutes’ bench. 

*Tm young but I know exactly 
what ray objectives are,” said 
Silas. “I don't want to go to Mex- 
ico as a tourist.. I want to be in the 
team when we play Spain on June 
1 ." 

Silas’ Sao Paulo teammate Mul- 
ler credits their motivation to 
coach Tele Santana’s promise that 
no player would receive special 
privileges based on past ach- 
ievements. 

“When you know you’re fig- 
hting a fair fight everything dep- 
ends on how you handle the sit- 
uation. You must prove yourself,” 
Muller explained. 

Former Br azilian coach Joao 
Sald anha is all in favour of giving 
youth a chance in Mexico and has 
said that if he were in Santana’s 
place he would field a side built 
round the Sao Paulo players. 

“When Brazil won the World 
Cup in 1958 . 1962 and 1970, San- 


tos and Botafogo, the best teams 
in those days, provided the bac- 
kbone of the sides,” Saldanha rec- 
alled. .. 

“Why not do it again this time 
using the majority of the Sao 
Paulo players?" 

Sao Paulo are widely regarded 
as Brazes strongest dub side at 
present and provided seven pla- 
yers to Santana’s prefiminaiy 
29 -man list — goalkeeper Gflmar, 
defender Oscar, midfielders Fal- 
cao and Silas, and strikers Careca, 
Sidney and Muller. 

Despite their failure to make an 
impact in the recent defeats aga- 
inst Hungary and West Germany, 
Silas has looked as composed as 
the veterans in training while Mul- 
ler, deputising for the injured 
Zico, has shown daily imp- 
rovement in practice. 

Both youngsters are members 
of a religious movement called 
“Christ’s Athletes” which was 
formed a few years ago by a group 
of Brazilian professional foo- 
tballers. 

“I credit my success to God, he 
is my guide,” Muller told an int- 
erviewer seeking the reason for his 
meteoric rise. 

The two players first made the 
headlines last year when they were 
instrumental in Brazil's World 
Youth Cup t riump h in the Soviet 
Union, where Muller was his 
side's top scorer and Silas won the 
man of the tournament award. 

It is too early to predict which 
line-up Santana will opt for aga- 
inst Spain in Guadalajara and a 
number of positions are dearly up 


for grabs. 

There appears fittie to choose 
between Leao and Carlos for the 
goalkeeper’s jersey. Leao, a vet- 
eran of three World Cups is the 
slight favourite, though Carlos, a 
reserve in 1978 and 1982, has 
been outstanding in training. 

Righ t-back Leandro, who esc- 
aped the axe last month after a 
breach of discipline, is assured of 
the numb er two shirt providing he 
avoids injury and central defender 
Oscar is a near-certainty to appear 
in his third World Cup. 

Oscar’s partner in the heart of 
the defence will be either Mozer 
or I talian -** rile Edinho, while Jun- 
ior, starring for Torino in Italy in 
midfield, is likely to revert to his 
former position at left-back. 

Should Santana decide he needs 
J unio r’s strength in midfield, Flu- 
mine use's 21 -year-old Branco 
would step into the fullback slot. 

Brazil's dazzling 1982 midfield 
quartet of Touinho Cerezo, Fal- 
cao, Socrates and Zico — all over 
30 — may well be split up. 

It is almost inconceivable that 
7-im and Toninho Cerezo will be 
jettisoned but it would come as no 
surprise if Santana preferred Silas 
and Alemao to Socrates and Fal- 
cao. For the moment, however, 
what is in Santana’s mind reg- 
arding his midfield remains a sec- 
ret. 

In attack, Santana will have to 
choose between Careca and Cas- 
agrande for the central striker's 
role while Muller could be used as 
a roving attacker because of his 
speed. 


NBC pays $300m to cover Olympics 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (R) — 
NBC Television Wednesday sig- 
ned a contract to pay $300 million 
for sole U.S. broadcasting rights 
for die 1988 Summer Olympic 
Games in South. Korea. 

The contract was signed by rep- 
resentatives of NBC. the Seoul 
Organising Committee and the 
fo tema bon al Olympic Committee 
(IOC), IOC officials said. 

The signing had been due to 
take place on Dec. 6, but was del- 
ayed by a row over “boycott ins- 
urance,” to provide a partial ref- 
und if any major competitors pul- 
led out. 

The U.S. led a boycott of the 
Moscow Summer Olympic Games 
in 1980 to protest against the Sov- 
iet intervention m Afghanistan. 
Moscow returned the gesture by 


leading a boycott of the Los Ang- 
eles Summer Games in 1984. 

North Korea has threatened to 
boycott the 1988 games unless it is 
allowed to [day co-host, and Mos- 
cow has criticised the choice of 
South Korea, with which it has no 
diplomatic relations. 

Olympic Committee officials 
said NBC was granted a general 
cl ause permitting renegotiation of 
its payment were any event to 
lower the value of the games. 

A s imil ar clause was in an Ame- 
rican Broadcasting Company 
(ABC) contract for Los Angeles 
coverage but was never used as the 
games were profitable despite the 
Soviet boyoott. ABC paid S225 
mil Bo n to broadcast those pames. 

The record for Olympic cov- 
erage, $309 million, was signed by 


ABC for the 1988 Winter Oly- 
mpics in Calgary, Canada, the off- 
icials said. 

The si g nin g of the U.S. rights, 
the .largest regional contract for 
tiie games, cleared the way for 
negotiations on the contracts for 
West Europe, East Europe , South 
America, Australia, Japan and 
other areas. 

South and North Korea are due 
to hold a third round of talks in 
Lausanne on June 10-11. The 
IOC has sent a detailed agenda for 
the talks to both sides but has had 
oo response, Olympic officials 
said. 

North Korea wants tiie games 
split between tile two countries 
but South Korea has shown little 
interest in anything more than a 
token gesture towards the North. 


McGuigan to defend title in Las Vegas 


DUBLIN (AP) - Barry McG- 
-uigan will defend his Work] Box- 
ing Association (WBA) fea- 
therweight championship against 
Argentina's Fernando Sosa m Las 
Vegas on June 23, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The winner must then meet no. 
1 contender Antonio Esparragoza 
of Venezuela witfam 90 days. 

It will be McGuigan's third title 
defence and his first outside of 
Britain or Ireland. 

“Barry has always wanted to 
fight in the United States," said 
Barney Eastwood, the champion's 


manager, who conducted neg- with a decision over Panama’s 
otiations in New York Last week. Eusebio Pedroza, then beat Ber- 
Sosa was originally scheduled to naid Taylor of Knoxville, Term., 
meet McGuigan, of Ireland, here in the seventh round last Sept. 25. 
on Feb. 15 but withdrew when he 

fractured the index finger of his ' The McGuigan -Sosa bout wifl 
left hand in a sparring session. be on a card with a fight between 
McGuigan fought Danilo Cab- light- middleweight champion 
rera on foe Dominican Republic ' Mike McCallum and Wel- 
as a fill-in and scored a 14th- terweight champion Don Curry 
round knockout. for McCalhim’s WBA Crown, and 

McGuigan won the cha- a Middleweight match between 
mpionship last Jane in London Roberto Duran and Robbie Sims. 
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\ f If you don’t see Halley’s Comet this year', you 


probably never will. 


: 

. Jordan Noorco Travel & Tourism Co. invites you to 

* 

: watch Halley’s Comet at Wadi Rum with an overnight 


i For more information please contact tel. no. 622974 - 
[ 637288 or visit our company - Jabal Luwelbdeh. 
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FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom flats, 
w tw carpet, colour T.V., cen- 
tral heating, telephone. 

Two locations, Jabai 
A n nan. near Fifth circle 
and Ah d ali area. 
Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 

Open doily: Noon - 330 pm. & 
6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
Akllah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 


AQABA 

, Tel: 03-314415 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlfyyah Girls Sc/too/ 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

L Z)£ 638968 . 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sfreef, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daSy 12:00-3:30 pm. 
6:30 - Midnight 















THURSDAY-FRIDAY 


w fR> 4 T&c 

WcrkiitonLsaJd Wednesday that 
' been ar' fad-- 

enffltta^-ttsfeatttiiiy in dealing 
: with thetliiw-y^-^drt«crSs. v 
la a report arompanying its 
closely ^svgtchexi . annual work! 
debt taWesrfte tenk said that the 

* ^{ i ^h i y^n fpinc'BimBi nn im det-- 

Cerrained towaidstfie and of 1985 

that debtor countries could not 
repay their^n^-iOBns unless they' 
were ate»»4.to-gpw. 

The repoyt also said that debt 
owed l^^tJevetoping cxHmtries 
tTmtinue dtogrow last year, albeit 
nwreiio^^TSiiw exp- 

ected. and wij! reach a total of a 
- M.OQI bSEon-by the end of 1 986. 

Of this tOpl, th c hunk said fcSl 5 
bSSon a in Jang-icrra debt, of 
which 60 pwcent wfli be owed to 
private sources, including oom- 
mcrcfil banks. The remainder is 
short-term obligations. 

. The bank.ra dtescribingthenw 
approach. to_ the debt problem, 

' sail onemajor indication was the 
debt initiative put forwa rd by U 


says’ 85 may have been 
ig point for indebted states 


Treasury Secretary James Baker 
lastartumo. 


Ikli tn fc b rffci calls for $20 bii- 
feoh wm commer ci al bank Ten- 
ding and 39 biffioa in the loans 
from deny Inpm nai banks, led by 
the WoiidBw*. 

■ However, it calls for major ref- 
orm action by the developing cou- 
ntries in return for aid from the 
international Monetary Fund 
(IMF), World Sank and com- 
mercial bonks. 

In its report, the hank said that 
the "troubled debtor economies 
must continue to adjust to mob- 
ilise more resources for inv- 
estment. to adapt to patterns of 
production - and consumption to 
stem capital flight." 

Turning to its financial tables, 
the report said that long-term debt 
service payments in 1985 exc- 
eeded disbursements of new 
long-term lending by some b22 
bfiloir. up from SJ4 billion the 
year before. 

The average interest rate on 
new loans to developing countries 
lastyear is estimated to have (alien 


to around eight per cent. This 
compares with a whopping ave- 
rage of 1 1 .4 per cent in 1981 . the 
year before the debt crisis sur- 
faced. 

TTie report also said that the 
industrial countries have a major 
role to play in healing the int- 
ernational economic system so 
that debtor countries can grow. 

"Industrial countries must est- 
ablish the conditions for sus- 
tainable. nun -inflationary growth, 
including adequate growth of their 
own economies, lower interest 
rates and unfettered trade.” the 
bank said. 

It also said new outside funds 
are needed for the debtor cou- 
ntries if they are to "implement 
policy changes while servicing 
their debt.” 

Debtor countries complain that 
they have imposed major austerity 
measures ui cool their economies 
in accordance with international 
pressures, but this has become 
very difficult politically. 

They argue thnr touch austerity 
action must be accompanied by 
new assistance that allows growth. 


China to cut trade gap, fight corruption 


Vegas 


=D FLATS 
RENT 


PEKING (R) - China ann- 
ounced plans Wednesday to red- 
ress u big trade deficit, fight waste 
and tax fraud and Gut the defence 
share of the national budget. 

Finance Minister Wang Bin- 
gqian told the National People's 
Congress, China's equivalent of a 
parliament, that the government 
aimed for a balanced budget this 


year after achieving a surplus in 
1985 for the first time since jy78. 

In a, continuation of a campaign 
against corruption which followed 
the loosening of economic reg- 
ulations, he hromised tighter vet- 
ting of public funds used to com- 
bat problems of tax evasion and 
wasteful expenditure. 

He attacked "a few units and a 




LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 
One US. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.4625/35 

1.4025/30 

23500/10 

2*525/40 

1.9680/95 

46.08/13 

73325/75 

1597/1598 

180.43/53 

73850/3950 

73000/3100 

'8.6625/6700 

344.75/345.25 


U3. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U*. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET- 


LONDON (R) — The market closed near best levels achieved in 
early trading, in a sharp technical reaction to the previous two 
days profit-taking, dealers said. 

Early gains reflected farther consideration of Tuesday’s com- 
pany results, together with firmer sterling. Support was also given 
by some better than expected company figures and an optimistic 
confederation of British industry survey. Light profit-taking later 
gave way to buying interest helped by Wall Street’s firmer trend. 
At 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 index was 19.4 up at 1,653.2 after 
1,665.2. ' - 

Most sectors participated in the advance and among a batch of 
co nqj antes to announce results Lucas ended 38p firmer at 65 1 and 
BAT 15p up at 396, both with figures above market expectations. 
BICC finished 5p higher at 33S after results in fine with exp- 
ectations, dealers said. 

ICl ended a penny up at 952, Glaxo added I2p at 1,032. 
Hawker Siddeley rose 6p to 593, Vickers advanced 7p to 475 
while Beecham lost a penny at 360. JFisons put on 34p to 575 after 
a presentation on a new drug. Government bonds rose as much as 
IV* points with firmer sterling, dealers added. Banks finned as 
much as 25p in Lloyds at 657. 


THE Daily Crossword byjudsonG-Trent 


ACROSS 
1 Ateott heroine 
4 “I've — Secret 
9 Discard 
13 Collections 
ot roiscetiany 

15 OoWwdbb 

16 Clan 

17 Dortjy entrant 

18 Afternoon 


19 PoefaefMt 

20 Lityktn 

21 “Farewell to 
Arms" author 


25 SHWy 
decorous 

2 fr Cranny 
28 Sliding red 
33 Inquiry 
36 H«t>. month 

38 Mat staple 

39 RedsUn ploy 
41 Chan ticl eer 
43 Ambler or 


44 Soliloquy's 
start 

46 “Thereby 
hangs — “ 

47 Hoop ’ 

49 Pocahontas' 
mate 

51 Puerto — 

S3 Gan. Putnam . 
57 “White England 
SJopr author 
Si Stoufs Write - 

62 Soprano 
TetrantnT. 

63 Touched ground 

64 Pita's river 

65 Enoch — : 

66 Woman, in tew 

67 Osculate 

68 Sanctified: ' 

69 Flinfsione. . 

70 Summer Fr..- 

DOWN 

1 Parrot 

2 - Gay 

3 Lively qU . 
dance ... 

4 Type of novel 

5 Cyma recta 


t!MG Tiouna MUM ! 
All Fwom, Hbmim] 


6 Took a hike 

7 Odtn,Tyr 
etaL 

8 Maris ot 
disgrace 

8 Crop 
ID Fissure 
11 Ms Dalton 
-12 AreMtsd 
I.M.— 

14 “Sweet Thurs- 
day" author 
22 Part of TNT 
24 Layer 
27 Nimbus 

29 “Doctor ' 

' Zhivago ” 

author 

30 Kindol bread 

31 Henry James 
biographer 

32 Sfedeal weed 

33 Commoner In 
old Rome 

34 — a»ts 

35 Regretful miss 
37 Maoepref. 


Yesterday's Pvzzla Solved: 


nracua anaa anna 
hhqpiq cinam naaa 
nnnnn naan Hanoi, 
cronniaRH aaartaaa 
ansa ana 
, nrunasQ aaaaaijaa 
nnaaa anntm ana 
, ociHci Hanna aann 
son anana cinaaa 
asHoanoa aaaaaa 
nna aaa a 
arannnaa aaonnaa 
oana oraaa naaaa 
nemo aaaa aanna 
BBaa aaaa aaaa 


40 Loft 
42 Clods 
45 Kitchen item 
48 Kntgbt— 

50 Seng lighUy . 
52 Barter 
54 Homo on high 


55 Pointer Max 

56 Free 

57 Ringlet 
68 Cache 

59 Partakes 

60 — riefcey 
62 Part oi Can. 


Peanuts 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


Cheaper oil prices alone will not restore 
prosperity to world economy, GATT says 


GENEVA ( Agencies) — Slumping oil prices will cut 
costs for importers and should improve int- 
ernational trade — which grew only slightly last year 
— hut this alone seems unlikely to restore the pro- 
sperity of earlier decades, the world trade body 
Ci ATT said Thursday. 


small number of cadres" who had 
diverted state funds for private 
use , set up sha m corporations, cla- 
imed unauthorised tax exe- 
mptions or transferred com- 
modities and subsidies to rel- 
atives, friends and business con- 
nections. 

Mr. Wang si i id sf».25 billion 
would he spent on defence, up in 
absolute terms on last year's ">5.S 
billion, but down from si l.w in 
V/3 per eent of the total budget. 

Western military sources vtid 
the official figure underestimated 
the real level of defence spending 
because items such as weapons 
research were not included. 

They said the cut in defence's 
share of the budget was likely to 
increase discontent among the 
military who were adjusting with 
difficulty to the government's 
edict to reduce the armed forces 
by one million people. 

Mr. Wane said the draft state 
budget balanced revenue and 
expenditure at S7(l billion. This 
followed an >875 million surplus 
Inst year after moves to boost rev- 
enue and curb spending in an ove- 
rheated economy. 

" v fr- Song Ping, minister of the 
State Planning Commission, ssikl 
LTiina would export more and 
import less this year compared 
with 1985 when the country suf- 
fered a trade deficit estimated by 
customs statistics m 514 billion. 

Mr. Song said total trade this 
year should amount to 206.8 bil- 
lion, down from S59 2 billion last 
year. He gave no breakdown for 
imports and exports. 

Retail sales should rise by 12 
per cent to 51 50 billion, but use of 
foreign exchange should be kept 
under strict centralised control. 
Mr. Song said. 

Premier Zhao Ziyang Tuesday 
vowed to boost living standards 
for China's one billion people 
while striving to weed out cor- 
ruption and inefficiency in the 
country’s economy. 


In iLs .-mnuaJ assessment of 
world trade and economic dev- 
elopments in 1 985. the secretariat 
of the General Agreement on Tur- 
if fs and trade f ( i ATI*) said lower 
oil costs could help importing 
countries to reduce production 
costs and stimulate investment. 

But it :idded: "The lower price 
of petroleum by itself will not put 
the world economy back on the 
prosperous crowih path of 1950- 
1973.'* 

The combination of .sharply 
lower oil prices, declining interest 
rates und the depreciation of the 
dollar would force the world’s 
econo mies t« > adjust . it ni id . urging 
countries to resist protection isi 
trade harriers and subsidies. 

rhe GATT report said overall 
world trade in 1985 expanded by 
three per cent in volume. But if the 
decline in the exchange rate of the 
dollar was taken into account. 


growth was less than one per cent, 
it said. 

This was a sharp drop compared 
with 19X4. when world trade grew 
by nine per cent in volume terms 
and 5.5 per cent in dollar terms. 

World exports were estimated 
at 81.910 billion last year, below 
the 1981 peak of M.960 billion. 
GATT said. 

The organisation said last year’s 
economic decline might turn out 
to have been just a "pause” after 
which the growth of world com- 
merce would accelerate again. 
The volume of world trade could 
increase by he tween four and five 
per cent this year, it said. 

Commenting on 1985. GATT 
said it was "not uncommon for a 
year of particularly strong trade 
expansion to be followed by a dis- 
tinct slowdown in the growth rate 
of world trade.” 

While the fall in oil prices red- 


uced costs for oil importers, it 
would hurt countries selling goods 
to oD exporters as the latter's pur- 
chasing power would foil due to 
the drop in ofl prices, it said. 

Imports by the 13 members of 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) had 
already fallen steadily from SI 45 
hilBon in 19S3 to S.12S billion in 
1984 and M12 billion last year, 
the report said. 

It said oil and oil products, 
which accounted for 15 per cent of 
world trade, made up more than 
90 per cent of the export revenue 
of 10 major oil exporters, inc- 
luding many Middle Hast states 
and heavily indebted Venezuela. 

But for Britain and China, the 
figure was only about 20 per cent, 
it noted. 

The report showed that Agr- 
icultural and mining product exp- 
orts went down in volume by 2.5 
per cent and three per cent res- 
pectively. while those of man- 
ufactured goods showed an imp- 
rovement of five per cent, com- 
pared to 12 percent in iyS4. 

For primary commodities other 
than fuel, price declines were fai- 
rly widespread in all major export 


regions, prices declining both in 
terms of the dollar anti Special 
Drawring Rights (SDRs)., 

GATT* said the decline in Third 
World trade was due to both lower 
levels of South-South and North- 
South exchanges. 

In inter-regional terms, trade 
between Socialist countries and 
the rest of the world fell by seven 
per cent over 1984. while that 
among industrialised countries 
expanded by only five per cent, 
compared to nine per cent the year 
before. 

Exports from industrialised and 
Socialist countries to the Third 
World and within themselves fell 
by up to seven per cent, and Third 
World exports to the ind- 
ustrialised world declined by four 
per cent. 

Overall South-South and North 
South trade fell by seven and five 
per cent respectively. 

The South hast Asian region 
was particularly hard hit. with 
exports declining by two per cent 
and imports by six per cent, aga- 
inst growth rales of 17 and three 
per cent registered in 1984. 

The 16 most heavily indebted 
countries were constrained to cut 


imports and make painful eco- 
nomic adjustmenLs. with Kith 
exports and imports falling by four 
per cent each. 

A GATT expert, commenting 
on the report, said falling oil prices 
were "a real smack in the face” for 
oil exporters, particularly ind- 
ebted developing countries whose 
difficulties in repaying loans 
would be aggravated. 

GATT said the United States. 
Japan and West Germany — the 
world's leading oil importers — 
also topped the list of main ind- 
ustrial exporters to oil producers 
in 1984. It said no detailed sta- 
tistics were available yet for last 
year. 

Exports to oil producers acc- 
ounted for about 14 percent of all 
U.S. exports in 19S4. For Japan, 
the figure was 1 1 per cent, and for 
West Germany eight per cent. 

Other leading exporters to oil 
producers were France. Italy. Bri- 
tain. Canada. Brazil. Yugoslavia 
and Finland. 

Oil exports by the Soviet Union, 
the world's biggest oil producer, 
were estimated to be worth nearly 
538 billion in I9S4. This was 40 
per cent of all Soviet exports. 
GATT said. 


Egypt is planning more 
comprehensive reforms 


Philippines begins attempt to repatriate 
Marcos’ millions held in Switzerland 


CAIRO ( R) — Egyptian Central 
Bank Governor Ali Negm said 
Wednesday that new government 
measures to cut the budget deficit 
were a step towards a more com- 
prehensive reform package now in 
the pipeline. 

The measures announced Tue- 
sday by Prime Minister Ali Lutfi 
included further public spending 
cuts, higher duties oa care, an exit 
tax on travel, higher telephone 
charges and tax collecting ref- 
orms. 

Mr. Negm. in an interview with 
Reutera. said he hoped to Issue 
^800 million in U.S. dollar- 
denominated bonds over the next 
year to generate foreign currency. 
Piey will be the first such bonds 
floated publicly by Egypt since 
iy 77 . 

He said the government exp- 
ected to generate 600 million 
Egyptian pounds (i723 million) if 
the tax- administration was ref- 
ormed with parliamentary app- 
roval. Higher telephone charges 
would raise SI 00 in3Iion. 

Mr. Lutfi said the measures, 
which kept intact prices of basic 
goods and commodities, were des- 
igned to reduce the current net 
deficit q£9O0 million fwunds (S I . I 
billion) in the financial year sta- 
rting in July. 

Mr. Negm called the gov- 
ernment measures a "step forward 
in the right direction” and said: 
"The package has not yet been 
fully announced. Only the broad 
lines have been dismissed and 
some of the other measures have 
to go to parliament.” 

The Egyptian press has spe- 
culated that harsher measures wSI 
be implemented to make up for a 
sharp drop in ofl revenue, lower 
in co me from tourism and a decline 


in remittances from Egyptians 
abroad. 

The loss from oil revenue alone 
is forecast at 5i 2 billion for the 
next financial year. 

"People were ready to accept 
more and yesterday's ann- 
ouncement was a psychological 
ploy.” Mr. Negm said. “The ref- 
orm package will come later, I 
hope within no more than a 
month." 

Mr. Negm said the package 
would await talks he expected to 
hold in Washington next week 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), adding Egypt would 
probably request a standy agr- 
eement of SI billion, not M5 bil- 
lion as reported previously. 

The IMF and the United States, 
Egypt’s main creditors, have 
urged the government to simplify 
its multi-tiered exchange rate sys- 
tem and cut subsidies. 

“The exchange rate problem is 
a killing issue.” Mr. Negm said. 
"We need the IMF’s technical and 
physical support." 

Mr. Negm said parliament 
would discuss the exchange rate, 
but he did not indicate what imm- 
ediate measure could be expected. 

There are currently five dif- 
ferent exchange rates in use in 
Egypt, ranging from 0.40 pounds 
to the dollar for trade with the 
Soviet Bloc to a free market rate 
of Jill. 

The pound is pegged to the dol- 
lar in IMF books at 0.70, a rate 
alro used for government book- 
keeping. The official rate is 0.83 
and a ' ■floating" central bank rate, 
set daily, moves around 1_35 to 
the dollar. 

Egypt's budget deficit for 
1984/85 was forecast at 55 .y bil- 
lion. 


BERNE (R) — Philippine off- 
icials began (attempts Wednesday 
to recover assets held here by ous- 
ted president Ferdinand Marcos 
and frozen by Swiss authorities in 
an unprecedented and highly con- 
troversial move Tuesday. 

A government spokesman said 
a delegation led by special envoy. 
Mr. Pbdro Yap. held preliminary 
talks with foreign min ferny officials 
on waysof repatriating die money, 
which unconfirmed 'reports say 
could be as high as 5800 million. 

The talks, billed as merely "an 
exchange of information,*' would 
be followed by contacts with jus- 
tice ministry officials, the spo- 
kesman said. 

The decision to freeze the ass- 
ets, the first ever such move by 
Be me. has been attacked by ban- 
kers and some commentators as 
politically motivated and com- 
promising Switzerland's standing 
as an international banking cen- 
tre. 

However, government sources 
said attempts to recover the 
money would be greatly helped by 
Wednesday’s announcement by 
the Commission for Good Gov- 
ernment in Manila that it would 
file charges against Marcos of cri- 
minal misuse of government 
funds. 

Under Switzerland's strict ban- 
king law, secrecy surrounding 
accounts can only be lifted if it is 
alleged their holder is guilty of 
offences which would also be con- 
sidered illegal under Swiss law. 

Despite reports of millions sta- 
shed away by the former president 
here, Swiss banks have used this 
law as grounds to refuse to ack- 
nowledge the existence of any 
such accounts. 

The commission of which Mr. 
Yap is a member was set up to 


look into the massive overseas 
assets allegedly owned by Marcos, 
who fled with his family last month 
after 20 years of rule. 

It has so far frozen an estimated 
three hDhon pesos (5150 million) 
of Philippine assets of Marcos and 
bis associates worldwide. 

The Swiss government called its 
freeze "a precautionary measure" 
in the national interest which was 
ordered after attempts were made 
to withdraw some of money held 
here. 

Critics, although ack- 
nowledging the government was 
under some international pressure 
not to appear to help Marcos by 
doing nothing, have attacked the 
way me freeze was ordered before 
Manila announced legal pro- 
ceedings. 

But Mr. Hans (Caspar Shiesser, 
spokesman for the Social Dem- 
ocrats. one of four parties in the 
coalition, welcomed the move and 
said it was a sign that Switzerland 
showed "international solidarity" 
and was not a mere profit-taker. 

Banks fear for image 

Swiss bankers said they feared 
for the international financial 
image of Switzerland after the 
govern men fs unprecedented dec- 
ision to freeze the assets. 

The Swiss Bankers Association 
has said it is "somewhat ast- 
onished” by the move, which rep- 
resents a complete change for the 
government's refusal seven years 
ago to block funds deposited in 
Switzerland by the toppled shah of 
Iran. 

In I97y. Berne told the new 
Iranian government it would have 
to come up with proof that the 
former shah had obtained any 
money held here illegally. 

Tehran was informed it had to 
follow the procedure of making a 


request for "legal assistance” 
which paves the way for inv- 
estigating accounts. Separate civil 
proceedings to recover the shah's 
fortunes were unsuccessful. 

In the case of Marcos, the Swiss 
government did not even wait for 
a legal assistance request. 

Swiss hankers were annoyed 
thar the government had pre- 
empted the existing legal fra- 
mework and a spokesman for one 
bank said the move was "out of all 
proportion.” 

Mr. Hans Baer, who heads Zur- 
ich’s Bank Julius Baer, said the 
government would have to come 
up with some sound reasoning to 
prove it had acted in rhe "national 
interest,'' the factor it cited for 
invoking the freeze. 

Only if the sums involved tur- 
ned out to be enormous could the 
move be seen as justified. Mr. 
Baer said. 

Mr. Joerg Neef. spokesman for 
Credit Suisse, said Switzerland's 
financial reputation was at stake. 

"We have a long tradition of 
liberal capital transfers. The fact 
that someone could always be sure 
of having access to his funds was a 
big plus for the Swiss financial cen- 
tre," be said. 

Ms. Yves Sohrmann of Swiss 
Bank Coiporation in Basle added: 
"The general public in Swi- 
tzerland will have welcomed the 
government's decision but it must 
be seen as negative for Swi- 
tzerland as a financial centre." 

"Every private customer — and 
not just the rich potentates — will 
be aware of the possibility that 
such steps could be taken to block 
their funds." However, he con- 
ceded that a request for legal ass- 
istance by Manna would make lit- 
tle sense if funds slipped away in 
the meantime. 


THE BETTER HALF, 



By Harris 







'Stanley's really into the holiday spirit 
of giving.* Last night he gave me 
a migraine. 1 ' 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Andy Capp 


Horoscope not received 



VOU fZ NEW BAWV\AIC9S 
GIVING QUITE GOOD 
SERVICE SINCE I 
FILLED HER INON ThE 
FACTS OF LIFE, JACK 





WHAT HAPPEN EC? 
WHEN A COUPLE 
TRIEP TO KISS 
IN A C7ENSE FOG?' 


Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles ENEMY WHEAT HYBRID POPLAR 

Answer She always throws away his socks when 
they're not this— WORTH A DARN 

















U.S. organises airlift of 

TT J__ x I 


u. a. organises at mu 01 

Honduran troops to border 

TEGUCIGALPA (R) — A spokesman for the U.S. fee us - embass y , emiption for the past three years. 

embassy h*™ TT«s#^l Mr- Skop said Gen. Galvin had _ Weston dqrfomats say around 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — A spokesman for the U.S. 
embassy here said Tuesday that the United States 
was aiding in the organisation of an airlift of Hon- 
duran troops to the tense border with Nicaragua. 


Embassy spokesman Arthur 
Stop, telephoned international 
news media to say be bad been 
jnistaken when he reported earlier 
that the deployment had begun. 

, Honduras said Tuesday it had 
been granted U.S. assistance in 
airlifting troops to the tense fro- 
ntier with Nicaragua to drive out a 
Nicaraguan invasion force. 

Mr. Skop declined to say when 
the airlift would begin, citing sec- 
urity reasons. 

Tension along the border rose 
after the White House accused the 
left-wing government of Nic- 
aragua of having launched a 
"large-scale” attack on camps, 
training centres and hospital fac- 
ilities on the Honduran side of the 
border. 

A Honduran 


government 
communique read by spokesman 
Lizandro Quezada said: “Because 
land access (to the mountainous 


province of Olancho) is very dif- 
ficult and because there is an urg- 
ent necessity for the presence of 
national forces in the area, foe 
necessary support for the air tra- 
□sportof troops has been obtained 
from the government of foe Uni- 
ted States.” 

In Washington, meanwhile. Mr. 
Reagan approved an emergency 
520 million in aid for Honduras in 
what the White House termed a 
response to an urgent appeal 
Monday from Honduran Pre- 
sident Jose Azoona. 

Honduran government off- 
icials frequently complain , at least 
in private, that foe U.S. gov- 
ernment has failed to reward 
Honduras for allowing Nic- 
araguan and -government rebels 
to operate from its territory. 

Gen. John Galvin, commander 
of foe Panama-based Southern 
Command, arrived here Tuesday, 


the US. embassy said. 

Mr. Skop said Gen. Galvin tod 
been ordered to Honduras by 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger “to establish what kind of 
military help Honduras needs.” 

The Honduran government said 
it bad sent a note to Nicaragua 
asking foe leadership there to 
'"order the immediate withdrawal 
of its troops to avoid clashes which 
could endanger peace between foe 
two countries.'' 

Independent accounts of foe 
situation along foe border were 
not available and foreign dip- 
lomats in foe two capitals said they 
had no confirmed details of troop 
deployments. 

US. officials in Tegucigalpa 
said that American military per- 
sonnel involved in the deployment 
of Honduran troops had strict ins- 
tructions to avoid being drawn 
into combat. 

According to foe US. embassy, 
there are some 4,000 U.S. troops 
in Honduras at the moment as part 
of a series of joint military man- 
oeuvres which have been con- 
ducted almost without int- 


erruption for the past force years. 

Western diplomats say around 
8,000 U.S.-backed rebels are in 
position on foe Honduran side of 
foe frontier, foe majority of them 
driven back to their camps over 
the past few months by a det- 
ermined Nicaraguan counter- 
insurgency offensive. 


Nicaragua has announced that 
thousands of its troops are swe- 
eping the northern border in pur- 
suit of foe U S.-backed rebels, but 
the government denies that its 
array has crossed into Honduras. 

At a news conference Tuesday 
njght in Managua , Army Chief 
Joagujn. Cuadra said: “Reagan 
wants everyone to think Nic- 
aragua is invading Honduras, but 
those who are invading Honduras 
are foe Contras and foe North 
American army. 


‘"There is no Nicaraguan inv- 
asion. We’ve never thought of 
invading Honduras.” 

Cuadra said that in recent days 
there bad been seven "very big” 
skirmishes close to the border but 
gave no details. 
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LOGICAL DEFENSE 


Both vulnerable'. South deals. 
NORTH' 

♦ QJ83 
V AQ72 
0 J102 
*04 

WEST EAST 

♦ Veld *902 

v KJ 10643 ?985 

0KQ9 0 A 84 

*K975 * i 863 

SOUTH 

♦ AK 10754 
O Void 

0 7653 

♦ A 102 
Tbe bidding; 

South West North East 
1 * 2 V 4 * Pans 

Pam Pam 

Opening lead: King of O . 

This hand tom a multiple team 
event provided an interesting con- 
trast in defensive styles. Let's 
follow the board for a few tables 
and see what happened. 

North-South reached four spades 
at every table. Invariably, tbe open- 
ing lead was tbe king of diamonds, 
which held. Partner contributed the 
eight. Some devious defenders 
elected to shift to a low dub. and 
some gullible declarers chose to run 


it to their ten. Apparently, they 
gave no thought to why West would 
dare shift to a club when that could 
be suicidal East's jack forced the 
ace, and those declarers found they 
could not avoid losing three dia- 
mond tricks and a dub for down 
one. The alert declarers, who rose 
with the queen of dubs in dummy, 
had an easy path to 10 tricks. 

Unimaginative defenders con- 
tinued with the queen of diamonds 
and another. East won the ace and 
shifted to a dub. but it was too late. 
Declarer rose with the ace. drew 
trumps in three rounds ending in 
hand, and discarded a dub tom the 
table on his 13th diamond. He could 
then ruff a dub on the board and 
discard his last dub on the ace o! 
hearts. 

Tbe expert defenders continued 
with the nine of diamonds at trick 
two. East won the ace and, had he 
woodenly continued with a dia- 
mond. the contract was safe. 
However, East decided that he 
would put the one entry to his hand 
to good use by shifting to a club. 
Declarer was left without recourse. 
Whether he chose to rise, with the 
ace or play low, he could not avoid 
losing three diamonds and a club. 


27 killed in 


S. African 


violence 


JOHANNESBURG (R) - At 
least 27 people have died in a mas- 
sive flare-up of violence across 
South Africa over foe past 24 
hours, according to police and 
press reports. 

Police said 20 people died since 
Tuesday morning in one of the 
'worst da 1 

South Africa since February 1 984. 

The South African Press Ass- 
ociation said seven people died, 
scores were injured and about 
1 ,000 arrested after police fired at 
an illegal gathering in foe tribal 
homeland of Bophuthatswana. 

The local police had no imm- 
ediate comment on the report of 
violence at Winterveld, a squatter 
camp in a stretch of homeland ter- 


ritory just north of South Africa's 
capital Pretoria 


Fourteen blacks were killed 
Wednesday and another six died 


Tuesday, including two pol- 
Africa proper 


icemen, in South 
The government meanwhile 

announced that it had lifted ban- 
ning ..orders silencing two anti- 
apartheid activists’. 
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Shultz 


starts talks 


as Greece 


attacks 


U.S over 


Libya 


ATHENS (R) — U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz began talks 
at foe Greek Foreign Ministry 
Wednesday as foe ruling Socialist 
Party attacked American action 
against Libya as an “attempt to 
create a holocaust.” 

"We are sure that we express 
foe feeling of all Greek people 
when we condemn unequivoca 
this attempt to create a holocaust 
in foe Mediterranean,” said the 
Pasok (Socialist) Party’s Com- 
mittee for International Relations 
in a statement. 

It spoke of “militaristic actions 
by the American superpower” 
which "set dynamite to” peace 
and sought to do away with 
Libya’s right to national ind- 
ependence. 

"The people of the Med- 
iterranean will not tolerate foe 
imposition by force of "Pax Ame- 
ricana.” They want to live pea- 
cefully and they are capable of 
consolidating their national dig- 
nity and sovereignty,” the sta- 
tement said. 

Prime Minister Andreas Pap- 
andreou. foe founder and pre- 
sident of Pasok, has made a dis- 
tinction in foe past between foe 
positions of the party and gov- 
ernment. 

The government issued a mild 
statement Tuesday that spoke out 
against “provocations and cla- 
shes” without saying who it tho- 
ught was guilty of them. 

The statement was broadcast in 
full over state-run radio as Mr. 
Shultz he Id meetings with Foreign 
Minister Karolos Papoulias and 
Greek diplomats. 

Mr. Shultz's talks with Mr. Pap- 
oulias were expected to focus on 
the question of guerrilla violence 
as well as efforts to improve hit- 
herto troubled Greek-American 
ties and international questions 
including East- West relations. 

Mr. Shultz also wants to clarity 
the future of US. bases here. ' 

Mr. Papandreou has hinted he 
will back down on earlier pledges 
to close the US. bases in Greece 
by 1990, but he says they cannot 
be used against Libya, which Gre- 
ece considers a friend. 


5 Sikh 
militants 


die in 


Punjab 

crackdown 


CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
Police shot dead five Sikh mil- 
itants, wounded 12 and put a sixth 
Punjab town under curfew Wed- 
nesday as violence again rocked 
the north Indian state. 

Police opened fire in the town of 
Anandpor Sahib when 2,500 mil- 
itants tried to disrupt a meeting 
attended by Punjab Chief Min- 
ister Suij it Singh Bamala, head of 
the ruling moderate Sikh party, 
foe Akali Dal. 

A police spokesman said five 
people died and 15 were wou- 
nded, five seriously, in foe sho- 
oting. 

He said the order to fire was 
given when baton charges, a tear 
gas barrage, and rubber bullets fai- 
led to break up the militants. 

Anandpur Sahib, an historical 
Sikh town about 80 kilometres 
north of the Punjab state capital 
Chandigarh, was immediately put 
under an indefinite curfew. ■■ 

Five other Punjab towns have 
been put under curfew in the past 
10 days to stop violence between 
Sikh mfli rants and rig htw ing Hin- 
dus angered by foe prolonged Sikh 
violence. 

The older to open fire was reg- 
arded as part of a get-tough policy 
tty Mr. Bamala’s government to 
end a growing wave of militant 
opposition. 

Police also opened fire last Fri- 
day in Chandigarh when militant s 
tried to storm the State Assembly 
killing two people and wounding 
37. 

Police Tuesday arrested four 
militant leaders on sedition cha- 
rges. The arrests were believed to 
be the first detention of militant 
leaders since Mr. Bamala took 
power last September. 

In a two-week surge of violence- 
more than 30 people have died in 
clashes involving extremists wan- 
ting a separate Sikh state in Pun- 
jab and security forces. 

Police said trouble broke out in 
Anandpur Sahib when foe mil- 
itants tried to march on a function 
attended by Mr. Bamala to mark 
foe spring festival of Holi. 

The militants wanted to protest 
about foe arrest of foe four leaders 
detained Tuesday. - - 
..Pqlice said after the firing foe 
militants went cm a rampage. 

They set several vehicles and 
police tents on fire and tried to 
bum down foe town railway sta- 
tion. 

Anandpur Sahib, with a normal 
20,000 population, was packed 
with up to 150,000 pilgrims who 
traditionally celebrate foe spring 
festival there. 

The town is where foe Sikh's 
10th and last guru or saint, Gob- 
ind -Singh, turned the sect into a 
warrior race in the 17th century. 


U.S. probes !j>81m in 
missing Philippine aid 


WASHINGTON (R) - The 
Reagan administration has told 
Congress it cannot yet account for 
the speading of $813 m ilfi on in 
aid to the Philippines frora the 
United States over foe last 15 
months. 

The money, in the form of eco- 
nomic aid, came under foe sup- 
ervision of former first lady Ime- 
Ida Marcos, according to letters 
released to Reuters Tuesday. 

Representative Dave Obey, 
chairman of foe House App- 
ropriations Subcommittee on 
Foreign Aid, said foe panel would 
not recommend 1987 assistance to 
foe Philippines until it receives “a 
full accounting of this situation'’ 
from the US. Agency for Int- 
ernational Development (AID). 


He said a March 20 letter he 
received from AID Administrator 
Peter McPherson “indicates that 
only $112 million of the S923 
mil Finn in funds deposited (in the 
Philippine Central Bank) during 
the past two Decembers have 
been disbursed.” 

Mrs. Marcos was chairman of 
the Economic Support Funds 
Committee in foe Philippines, 
which was in charge of pro- 
grammes funded by the AID 
money. 

'Instead of verifying what has 


happened to the money . .. (foe let- 
ter) lea 


leaves foe issue open” and 
creates concerns that Marcos and 
his wife used the AID for personal 
gain, the Wisconsin Democrat 
said in a letter to Mr. McPherson. 


Yugoslav document lists 
Waldheim as war criminal 


BELGRADE (R) -The leading 
Yugoslav newspaper Vecemje 
Novosti Wednesday published 
what it said was a facsimile doc- 
ument listing former UN. Sec- 
retary General Kurt Waldheim as 
a wanted war criminal. 

The Yugoslav War Crimes 
Commission document dated 
Dec. 18, 1947, said Dr. Waldheim 
was wanted in connection with 
murdeis, massacres, shooting of 
hostages and destruction of pro- 
perty. 

In an accompanying article foe 
newspaper said it obtained foe 
document Tuesday from Yugoslav 
archives. 

The document described Dr. 
Waldheim as a man "on the run.” 

The newspaper, saying the doc- 
ument was seven pages long, rep- 
roduced foe first page in facsimile. 

This contained a brief personal 
profile of Dr. Waldheim. 

The newspaper said other pages 
accused Dr. Waldheim not only of 
belonging to a German unit that 
committed war crimes on Yug- 
oslav territory but also of issuing 


orders. 

The first page summarised the 
alleged crimes with which it said 
Dr. Waldheim was connected dur- 
ing World War II. 

It spoke of "murder, siaugher, 
shooting of hostages, intentional 
demolition and destruction of 
property, burning of villages, and 
similar acts.” 


In Vienna, a spokesman for Dr. 
Waldheim said he was unaware of 
such a document and was unable 
to comment before examining the 
allegations in detail. 

Dr. Waldheim, 67, Tuesday 
rejected as "pure lies” charges 
from foe World Jewish Congress 
(WJC) in New York that be had 
been an intelligence officer in the 
Germa^array and involved in bru- 
tal ope ratio ns against Yugoslave 
Partisans. 


Austrian foreign minister from 
1968 to 1970 and U.N. secretaiy 
genera] from 1972 to 1982, Dr. 
Waldheim is campaigning to be 
elected Austrian president on 
May 4. 



Stark wins damages 
from Penthouse 


LONDON (R) — Koo Stark, a 
former girlfriend of Britain's Pri- 
nce Andrew, has won substantial 
but undisclosed damages over an 
article about her sex life published 
in Penfoouse magazine, her law- 
yer said. Lawyer Desmond Bro- 
wne told a high court judge that 
the article, which appeared in 
1984, had wrongly claimed to be a 
recent interview given by Stark 
but was in fact based on a con- 
versation that took place seven 
years earlier. “Since foe contents 
of Penthouse are best described as 
sexually explicit and since it is 
notorious what large suras are 
paki by the press for exclusive int- 
erviews. she was naturally con- 
cerned that it would be thought by 
the public that she had sold her 
story for money." he said. Sig- 
htline Publications, the publishers 
of Penthouse, and writer James 
Ash wood had agreed to pay sub- 
stantial damages over foe story, 
entitled Koo Stark Exclusive: Sex 
Star Tells, he said. Stark's rel- 
ationship with Prince Andrew, 
who is due to marry Sarah Fer- 
guson in July, ended after it bec- 
ame known she had appeared in a 
soft pornography film. 


si 


Psychic sues for 
‘loss of powers’ 


Ershad marks independence 
with pledge for democracy 


DHAKA (R) — President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Eishad marked 
Bangladesh’s 15th anniversary of 
independence Wednesday with 
foe pledge that democracy would 
soon be restored. 

“All is - now set fob foe - par- 
liamentary vote on May 7 des- 
igned to restore democracy in 
Bangladesh ending four years of 
military rule,” he said in a mes- 
sage. 

Anniversary celebrations were 
marred by fighting between gro- 
ups supporting and opposing foe 
elections. They battled with sticks 
and stones outside a martyrs 
mo mo rial at Savar, 30 kilometres 
from Dhaka, where hundreds of 
people were laying wreaths. 


* Efforts were under way to mend 
jiffs between foe main opposition 
groups over whether to take part 
in the poll. 

... Four small parties deserted foe 
main 15-party alliance, headed by 
ShfeKH H2SiriarWaj&U 6Ver ‘its 
decision to contest foe election. 

“The decision was con- 
spiratorial and a breach of trust, 
said Rashed Khan Menon, a lea- 
der of the breakaway factions. 

Hasina Wajed said her group 
agreed to join foe polls only after 
Gen. Ershad removed military 
commanders from civilian jobs, 
abolished military courts and dro- 
pped ministers contesting foe ele- 
ction from his cabinet to ensure 
free polls. 


Sabah peace plan runs into trouble 


KOTA KINABALU. Malaysia 
(R) A plan to end sectarian strife 
between Muslims and Christians 
in Sabah has run into trouble fol- 
lowing a dispute among Christian 
leaders, political analysts said 
Wednesday. 

The plan, proposed by federal 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Mah- 
athir Mohammad on Monday, 
involves Datuk Joseph Pairin Kit- 
ingan of foe ruling Christian Kad- 
azan Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), 
remaining chief minister of the 
east Malaysian state. 

Five people have been killed, 
"about 20 injured and hundreds 
imprisoned in two weeks of rio- 
ting, bombings and arson tty rad- 
ical Muslims protesting against 
Mr. Pairin’s alleged anti-Islam 
stance, which Mr. Pairin has den- 
ied. 

Mr. Mahathir had separate talks 
on foe plan with Mr. Pairin, Tun 
Mustapha Harun, leader of foe 


opposion Muslim United Sabah 
National Organisation (USNO) 
and Datuk Mohammad Noor 
Man so r, head of foe federally 
backed Berjaya Berjaya Party. 
The three leaders had agreed m 
principle to Mr. Mahathu’s pro- 
posal. 


ional Front Coalition. 

The Muslim-Christian strife 
erupted after Mr. Pairin dissolved 
the state assembly after being in 
power for 10 months to pave the 
way for fresh elections after a 
spate of defections to foe opp- 
osition. 


But analysis said PBS leaders 
were divided on a proposal to 
share power with Muslim leaders. 
Senior PBS members wanted foe 
plan changed to give them an 
upper hand, they added. 

USNO and Berjaya leaders are 
in Kuala Lumpur for further talks 
and a joint meeting had been pla- 
nned there between Mr. Mahathir 
and Sabah's Christian and Muslim 
leaders. 

A PBS delegation left for Kuala 
Lumpur Wednesday but members 
said they needed more time to talk 
to Mr. Mahathir who heads the 
11 -party ruling multiracial Nat- 


Mr. Tun Mustapha has field a 
writ in court challenging Mr. Pai- 
rin’s rule and judgment is exp- 
ected on April 15. But under the 
peace plan all court cases must be 
dropped. Mr. Mustapha has said 
he was prepared to drop foe suit if 
Muslims had a share of power in 
foe state. 


Police said they planned to fur- 
ther relax curfew hours imposed 
since Wednesday in Kota Kin- 
abalu after the rioting as no fresh 
incidents have been reported. 

Sabah is foe only one of Mal- 
aysians 13 states not ruled by a 
Muslim government. 


Remains of some astronauts said to be identified 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida 
(R) — Pathologists have ide- 
ntified foe remains of some of foe 
seven astronauts who died when 
the space shuttle Challenger exp- 
loded moments after lift-off on 
Jan. 28, sources have said. 

The sources, who are dose to 
foe Challenger probe, said the 
grim task of examining the ast- 
ronauts’ fragmented body parts, 
hauled up over the past two weeks 
from foe wreckage of the crew 
cabin, coaid take several more 
weeks to complete. 

The space agency has refused to 
comment on the recovery of ast- 
ronaut re niaias from the Atlantic 
out of deference to the wishes of 
foe crew’s families. 

But a space "agency source said 
some kind of "ceremony of res- 
pect” would be held at Kennedy 
Space Centre before foe remains 
are turned over to the families for 
burial. 

New Hampshire Schoolteacher 
Christa McAuliffe and six crew 
mates died in the worst space dis- 
aster ever. 

An astronaut has been assigned 
to each of the fallen crew mem- 
ber's families as a “casualty ass- 


istance officer” to brief them on 
the progress of the pathologists’ 
work and the ocean recovery ope- 
ration, NASA officials said. 

The space agency has kept a 
tight fid of secrecy on the exa- 
mination of foe remains by a team 
of militaiy pathologists working at 
foe Cape Canaveral air force sta- 
tion laboratory. The experts are 
using dental and medical records, 
bone X-rays and blood samples to 
identify foe mangled body parts. 


nor, director of the recovery eff- 
ort, told reporters sonar searches 
have turned up 590 contacts in a 
1,166 square kilometres area off 
the coast of Cape Canaveral. 

Of that number. Col. O’Connor 
said 101 have been investigated 
and 30 found to contain shuttle 
wreckage. 


Salvage officials said sonar ima- 
ges indicated more wreckage of 
Challenger's crew cabin in 30 met- 
res of water 26 kilometres north 
east of Cape Canaveral, but they 
are uncertain whether any more 
crew remains will be found at foe 
site. 


He said recovery of the ri gh t 
booster rocket — the prime sus- 
pect in foe disaster — remained 
foe top priority of foe salvage ope- 
ration. 

The 30-metre long rocket was 
believed to have broken into four 
or five large chunks and numerous 
smaller pieces after it fell into the 
Atlantic from an altitute of nine 
miles. 


Choppy seas, strong winds and 
poor visibility forced divers to halt 
efforts to bring up crew cabin deb- 
ris Tuesday, and most of the sal- 
vage fleet was ordered to return to 
port 

About 75 per cent of the crew 
cabin was recovered during four 
previous trips to foe site, salvage 
officials said. 

Air Force Col. Edward O’Can- 


“We hope to get foe particular 
segment of foe right hand solid 
booster that is in question,” Col. 
O’Connor said. 

In Houston, Richard Truly, 
NASA's associate administrator 
for space flight said that when the 
agency resumes shuttle launches, 
the first flight will be a foil-scale, 
satellite-deploying mission per- 
formed "under veTy conservative 
and safe ground rules.” .... 


As a result of the Challenger 
disaster "we have lost some of our 
perceived credibility, and we must 
gain that back,” he told a press 
conference after addressing 
NASA employees at the Johnson 
Space Centre. 

Mr. Truly said the agency’spro- 
posed schedule of nine flights in 
foe first year beginning Feb. 5, 
1987 represents only a guideline 
for budgetary planning. 

It is subject to the time needed 
to make changes in foe space pro- 
gramme’s procedures and. man- 
agement structure as well as to 
redesign the solid rocket booster 
joints on the vehicles, he exp- 
lamed. 

Mr. Truly said NASA is in the 
process of assigning priorities to 
the backlog of satellites and other 
payloads that will have acc- 
umulated by foe time Sights res- 
ume. 

Defence Department payloads 
and a tracking and data relay sat- 
ellite similar to the one lost with 
the Challenger will be among the 
earliest cargoes, be added." 

The shuttle will remain com- 
petitive in the world market for 
commercial launches, he said. 


PHILADELPHIA (R) - A psy- 
chic who claims she lost her par- 
anormal powers as a result of med- 
ical treatment for brain tumours 
has sued a doctor and a hospital 
here for 52 million. Judith Ric- 
hardson Haimes, 42. said in court 
she once earned 550,000 a year 
from private consultations — until 
she was injected 10 years ago with 
a dye for a cat scan at Temple Uni- . 
versity Hospital. Haimes testified 
that Dr. Judith Hart ignored a 
warning that Haimes bad reacted 
adversely to dye injections forear- 
lier X-rays. Richard Galli. the 
hospital's lawyer, conceded the 
patient had had an adverse rea- 
ction to foe dye in October. 1976. 
but denied that foe loss of her 
"alleged powers*’- was worth com- 
pensation. Raymond Sch- 
ellhrinnief,‘'h" retired New Jersey 
detective, testified that Haimes 
had assisted him in foe inv- 
estigation of the murder of ano- 
ther policeman. 
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Tougher penalties 
planned for pimps, 
brothel operators 


BANGKOK (R) — Thailand 
plans tougher penalties against 
pimps and brothel operators but 
prostitutes — and their clients — 
will escape relatively lightly. A 
draft bill submitted to parliament 
Jty foe cabinet raised the max- 
imum penalty for brothel ope- 
rators to seven years in jail and a 

42.000 baht (51 ,600) fine instead 
of three years and 30,000-baht 
(51,100). Pimps face a maximum 
sentence of five years and a 

30.000 baht fine compared with 
the present penalty of three 
months and 1.000-baht (S37) 
fine. The bill said many women 
were forced into prostitution by 
economic necessity and they sho- 
uld be treated leniently. It rec- 
ommended maintaining foe exi- 
sting penal ty of up to three months 
in jail or a 1*500 baht (S55) fine 
for prostitutes and foeir clients. A 
feminist group estimates there are 
up to 700,000 prostitutes in Tha- 
iland. many of whom are held as 
virtual slaves in brothels and tea- 
houses. 


Art auction to raise 


funds for Africa 


j.- 


NEW YORK (R) — A pregnant 
Arabian mare, a decorated vao, 
photographs and contemporary 
paintings will be sold at Art Aid. 
an auction which aims to raise hall 
a milfion dollars for starving Afr- 
icans. The auction wfll be held by 
the Live 'Aid Foundation, which 
staged concerts in London and 
Philadelphia last July to raise mil- 
lions of dollars for famine relief. 
Among foe 60 items being auc- 
tioned is Annie Leibovitz’s str- 
iking photograph of the late John 
Lennon, lying nude on his wife 
Yoko One, who is clothed. The 
Arabian mans, AJianna. is in foal 
to strike, foe 1985 US. National 
Champion Arabian stallion, which 

has been syndicated for S13 mil- 
lion. Isaac Tigrett, owner of Man- 
hattan’s Hard Rock Cafe, where 
the event will be held, is credited 
with coming iro with foe idea of 
the auction. Sotheby’s Auction 
House estimated foe event would 
raise at least half a milfion dollars 
for Africans facing starvation bec- 
ause of a long drought. Pro- 
spective bidders will pay SI 50 
each to attend the auction, pre- 
sided over by Sofoeby Chairman 
John Manon. . . 
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